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EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION.

That there is a need for a comprehensive history of Mississippi

-based upon original sources and extending from the earliest ex-
plorations to the present time will be readily granted. It has been
impossible, hitherto, owing to the unavailable condition of the
official archives of the State, to prepare, from original sources,
such a history. Since the creation of the Mississippi Department
of Archives and History, historical materials of the most valuable
and interesting character have been made accessible to students and
investigators. - These collections have been extensively used for
the first time, in the preparation of this publication; so that it
may be said with entire accuracy that the Encyclopedia of Missis-
sippi History is the first story of the State, the facts of which have
been taken from original sources.

The purpose of this work is to give a concrete knowledge of the
State of Mississippi, as a political division of the United States,
which, after all, is a record of the social, political, industrial and
nstitutional development of its people. ,

The rapid and marvelous development of the United States into
ne of the foremost nations of the world has had a tendency to
rect the attention of the historian to national, rather than to
ate affairs. This tendency has gone so far that we are deficient
that concrete knowledge of the States of the Union which is so
:essary in recording the history of the Nation.

“he plan upon which this work is projected is, to combine the
+ features of histories for continuous reading with the cyclo-
c style for ready reference. This is a new departure in State
»ries which, it is believed, will be acceptable to the serious
:nt as well as to the busy man of affairs.

history can be made immediately accessible, without in any
‘mpairing its accuracy and readableness, a forward movement
2en made in popularizing its study. It is therefore the design

s publication to present in comprehensive form, arranged in

«etical order, a complete history of Mississippi, from 1540

3. In addition much biographical matter has been included
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in the work. This feature deals with the lives of men who have
left their impress on the history of the State and passed out of its
life. It also includes contemporary biography and genealogical
notes, which are valuable in tracing the origin of population. It
is well, however, to state that the editor is responsible alone for
those biographies which have become historical.

Mississippi is a typical State of the lower South, and its history
furnishes an interesting and instructive study of the evolution of
one of the great commonwealths of the American, Union.

DUNBAR ROWLAND.

Jackson, Miss., January 21, 1907.



SELECTED SOURCES OF MISSISSIPPI HISTORY.

The historian of to-day relies largely, for source materials, on
documents, in manuscript or printed form. A critical study of
such sources, which constitute the safest evidence of the facts
with which they deal, is the best basis for accurate and reliable
history. The use of original documents, however, does not pre-
clude the careful historian from the use of secondary sources of
recognized value.

The sources of Mississippi history consist of both primary and
secondary materials, and it is the purpose of this essay to make a
somewhat critical study of these sources, and to list them for the
use of students and investigators.

The three great colonizing nations of Europe, England, Spain
and France, fought for supremacy in Mississippi. Spain explored
it, France colonized it, and England developed it into a self-gov-

erning community.

Spanish Explorations, 1540-1699.

Nearly three-quarters of a century before English colonies were
planted at Jamestown and Plymouth, the hardy and adventurous
Spaniards were exploring the region which now constitutes the
state of Mississippi. The coming of De Soto and his soldiery
1arks the beginning of Mississippi history. Its opening chapters
!l the story of his wanderings in a vain search for gold; his con-
cts with the warlike Creeks and Chickasaws; the sufferings of
s men ; his discovery of the great “Father of Waters”, on Mis-
sippi soil and his tragic death and burial.

Thus ended the most elaborate attempt of the Spaniards to ex-
re the interior of North America. :
"he contemporary narratives of the romantic expedition of De
2 constitute the first sources of Mississippi history, and are
cipally wvaluable for their descriptions of Indian life. These
ces have an added value in being the first accounts of European
act with primitive conditions in the Western Hemisphere.

te sources dealing with this period of Mississippi history are:

vii
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Biedma, Luys Hernandes de: Relation of the Conquest of Florida;
presented by Luys Hernandez de Biedma, in the year 1544, to the
King of Spain in Council; published in 1841.

Bourne, Edward Gaylord: Narratives of De Soto; 2 Vols., Trail
Maker series (1904).

Elvas, Gentleman of: A True Relation of the Conquest of Florida;
published in Evora, Portugal in 1557.

French, B. F.: Historical Collections of Louisiana and Florida;
published in seven volumes. Part I (1846), Part II (1850), Part 111
(1851), Part IV (1852), Part V (1853), Part VI (1869), Part VII
(1875).

King, Grace: De Soto and his men in the land of Florida (1898).
- Graham, R. B. Cunninghame: Hernando De Soto (1903). Lewsis,
T. M.: Route of De Soto’s Expedition from Taliepacana to Huhasene;
Vol. VI, Publications Mississippi Historical Society (1902).

Lanzas, Pedro Torres: Relacion Descriptiva de los Mapas, Planos,
& de Mexico y Iioridos existentes en el archivo general de Indias
por Pedro Torres Lanzas, Jefe de dicho archivo, Seville, Imp. de
El Mercantil, San Eloy 16th, 1900. >

The above is a description of the Maps in the Spanish archives
in Seville relating to Florida and Mexico, published in 1900 by
the Chief of Archives. '

Lowery, Woodbury: The Spanish Settlements Within the Pres-
ent Limits of the United States, 1513—1561 (1901). Meck, A. B.:
Romantic Passages in Southwestern History (1857).

Rangel, Rodrigo (De Soto’s private Secretary): De Soto’s E.xpedi-
ton based on his (Rangel’s) Diary kept on the march; published in
1851 in Amador de los Rios’s edition of Oviedo’s Historia General y
Natura] de las Indias, and made accessible in English for the first time
by Edward Gaylord Bourne, in Narratives of the carcer of Hernando
De Soto (1904).

Shipp, Barnard: De Soto and Florida 1512-1568 (1881).

Vega, Garcilaso de la: History of the Conquest of Florida, pub-
lished by Barnard Shipp in 1881, and by Edward Gaylord Bourne
in 1904.

It is probable that patient research among the archives in Seville,
Madrid and Simancas might bring to light new manuscript ma- -
terial relating to this interesting period.

French Exploration and Settlement, 1699-1763.

After the death of De Soto, no further efforts were made by
Spain to explore the great central basin of the Continent, and it
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remained an unknown region for more than a century. In the
meantime France had planted colonies on the St. Lawrence, and
her adventurous pioneers and priests had penetrated to the great
river which De Soto had discovered. In seeking to extend the
power and dominion of France, her representatives turned their
eyes to the great valley to the South, and Robert Cavelier de La
Salle was selected to explore and take possession of the country
in the name of the King of France. The great explorer descended
the Mississippi to the Gulf of Mexico, and on April 9, 1682, took
formal possession of the country and named it Louisiana, in honor
of Louis XIV. The first settlement in Louisiana by the French
was made on Mississippi soil by Pierre Le Moyne d’Iberville, Feb-
ruary 13, 1699. '

The Manuscript Sources for the French period are:

The colonial archives of France, of the following departments
of government, and of other repositories; Archives of the Marine,
Bibliotheque Nationale, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Prefecture de
Seine et Oise, Seminary de Saint Surplice and in the ministére des
colonies, in the attic of the Louvre. The manuscripts relating to
Louisiana are arranged in 54 registers which cover the period
from 1678 to 1736. Extensive searches in the archives of France
have been made by the Mississippi Department of Archives and
History, and manuscript materials relating to the early history of
Louisiana of the most valuable and extensive character, have been
brought to light. That which is specially valuable for Mississippi
history has been summarized as follows: . ,

Correspondance Générale Louisiane.

Vol. 1 1678-1706  Gov. De Bienwille,

Vol. 2 1707-1712  Gow. De Bienville,

Vol. 3 1713-1715  Gov. Cadillac,

Vol. 4 1716  Gov. Cadillac,

Vol.6to 10 1720-1726  Gow. De Bienville,

Vol. 16 to 27 1733-1742  Gov. De Bienville,

Vol. 28 1743-1744  Govs. Vaudreuil and De Bienville,
Vol. 290-35 I1745-1751  Gov. Vaudreuil,

Vol. 36-37 1752-1754  Gouvs. De Kerlerec and Vaudreuil.

These records are being calendared and copied for the Department
of Archives and History.

Printed Sources.

The work of Pierre Margry, which was published by an appro-
priation made by the Congress of the United States, is an inval-
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uable publication of documentary materials which relate to this
period. It is in six volumes, the subjects treated being as follows:

Vol. I, Discovery of the great Lakes, Ohio and Mississippi; II, Cor-
respondence of La Salle; 111, Search for the Mississippi mouth; IV,
Tberville’s discovery of the mouth, and his Gulf establishments; V,
Forming a Chain of posts from the St. Lawrence to the Gulf; VI, -
Exploration of the Mississippi affluents and the Rocky Mountains.

Du Pratz, Historie de la Louisiana (1758); Latour, Historical
Memoir of the War in Louisiana and West Florida (1816) ; Darby's
Louisiana (1817); Martin, History of Louisiana (1827-29); Bun-
ner, History of Louisiana (184r1); French, Historical Collections of
Louisiana (1846-75); Gayarre, History of Louisiana, 3 wvols. (1866-
67), new edition in 4 vols. (1903); Dimitry, History of Louisiana, Its
Geography and Products (1878); Hennepin, Description of Louis-
iana, transioted by Shea (1880); Fortier, History of Louisiana, 4
vols. (1904); Publications of the Louisiana Historical Society.

English Dominion, 1763-1779.

The Seven Years War in Europe began in 1756, but actual
hostilities had been in progress in America between France and
England before the open rupture in the mother countries. The
war ended disastrously for France, and resulted in the loss of
Canada and Louisiana. The treaty of Paris was signed February
10, 1763, and, by its terms, France ceded to England the river and
ports of Mobile and all its possessions east of the Mississippi
excepting the Island of Orleans. In the same year the Brit-
ish Province of West Florida was established by royal proc-
lamation, the northern boundary being fixed at the thirty-first
degree of north latitude and extending east to the Chattahoochie
river. In 1764 the boundaries of West Florida were more accu-
rately described as follows: “A line to begin at the mouth of the
Yazoo, where the stream joins the Mississippi, and to run east to
the Chattahoochie; thence down the Chattahoochie to the mouth
of the Apalachicola; thence westward along the coast of the Gulf,
and through lakes Borgne, Pontchartrain and Maurepas, up to
the river Amite, then along Bayou Iberville to the Mississippi river,
and up the middle of that river to the mouth of the Yazoo.”

Manuscript Sources.

The manuscript sources of English dominion in Mississippi are
in the Record office and British Museum in London. One of the
most valuable collections relating to Mississippi are the Haldi-
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mand papers on file in the Museum. Frederick Haldimand was
in command of the British forces in West Florida from 1767 to
1773. He was very active in the discharge of his duties, visited
all the posts of the province, carried on an extensive correspond-
ence, and carefully preserved everything that he wrote and every-
‘thing that was written to him. This collection was preserved by
the Haldimand family and presented to the English Government in
1858. Copies of these papers are on file in Ottawa. The reports
of the provincial governors, and the acts and resolves of the West
Florida Legislature, have been preserved and are the most valuable
source materials of this period. Some of the most important are
listed as follows:
America and West Indies.
Public Record Office, London.

Vol. 252. 1763-5. Original papers and enclosures to the Secre-

tary of State from Maj. Farmer and Gov. Johnston.

Vol. 253. 1765-6. Letters from Gov. Johnston and Lt. Gov.
Browne.

Vol. 254. 1766-7. Letters from Gov. Johnston and Lt. Gov.
Browne.

Vol. 255. 1767-8. Letters from Lt. Gov. Browne and Gov. Eliot.

Vol. 256. 1768-9. Letters from Lt. Gov. Browne and Gov. Eliot.

Vol. 257. 1760-70. Letters from Lt. Gov. Browne und Lt. Gov.
Durnford.

Vol. 258. 1770-1. Letters from Gov. Chester.

Vol. 259. 1771-2. Letters from Gov. Chester.

Vol. 260. 1772-3. Letters from Gov. Chester.

Vol. 261. 1773-4. Letters from Gov. Chester.

Vol. 262. 1774-6. Letters from Gov. Chester.

Vol. 263. 1776-7. Letters from Gov. Chester.

Vol. 264. 1777-8. Letters from Gov. Chester.

Vol. 265. 1778-80. Letters from Gov. Chester.

Vol. 266. 1780-81. Letters from Gov. Chester.

Vol. 267. 1778-81. Letters from Gen. Campbell.

These archives are now being transcribed for the Department
of Archives and History.

Printed Sources.

Monette, Valley of the Mississipps (1846) ; Pickett, History of Ala-
bama (1851); Claiborne, Mississippi as a Province, Territory and
State (1880); French, Historical Collections (1846-75); Winsor,
The Mississippi Basin (1898); Hamilton, Colonial Mobile (1898);
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Meceek, Romantic Passages in Southwestern History (1857); Hamil-
ton, Colonization of the South (1905),; Thwaites, France and England
tn America (1905); Martin, Gayarre and Fortier, Histories of Louisi-
ana; American State Papers; American Archives; White, New Col-
lection of Laws, Charters (1839); Rowland, Mississippi Official and
Statistical Register (1904).

Spanish Dominion, 1779-1798-1813.

In September, 1779, Bernardo de Galvez, the Spanish Governor
of Louisiana, taking advantage of the war, which the American
colonies were waging against England, attacked Fort Bute, the
British Post, at Manshac and captured it by assault. Before the
close of the year the Spaniards were in control of the posts at
Baton Rouge and Fort Panmure and their authority was supreme
throughout the Natchez District. Mobile surrendered in the fol-
lowing March, and Pensacola in May, which completed the con-
quest of West Florida.

Manuscript Sources.

The Colonial Archives of Spain are in Madrid, Seville and
Simancas. The most valuable, for Mississippi purposes, are the
Archives of the Indies in Seville. These records give the details
of colonial administration in all its branches. Some of the docu-
ments, in which students of Mississippi history are interested, are
classified as:

Archivo de Indias—Seccion de Audiencias.
Audiencia de Santo Domingo, Louisiana y Florida.

Correspondencia oficial con los gobernadores, 1717-1789. Asuntos
de guerra, v expedientes militaries, 1767-1787; Fortificaciones, per-
trechos de guerra y situados de tropa de la Louisiana, 1771-1787; Cor-
respondencia general de D. Bernardo de Galves, 1780-1786.

The Spanish Archives of the Natchez District, of the Province
of West Florida, are valuable original documents relating to Mis-
sissippi history. This collection is on file in the State Department
of Archives and History and is arranged in forty-one leather-bound
volumes. For purposes of classification the documents may be
divided into: royal orders from the crown; proclamations and
orders from the governors-general and district commandants;
records of suits at law ; petitions for redress of grievances; bills of
sale of personal property including slaves; wills, inventories of
estates, reports and settlements of executors and administrators;



MISSISSIPPI xiii

land records, including grants, patents, deeds, plats and certifi-
cates of survey; laws and orders promulgated by the gover-
nors-general and district commandants; miscellaneous collections
including correspondence between officers and people.. This col-
lection gives a history of the early settlers, their names, occupa-
tions, customs, manners of life, methods of agriculture, means
used for the development of a new country, and numberless other
facts of value to the historian. .

The Claiborne collection in the Department of Archives and
History contains the papers of Anthony Hutchins and Isaac Guion,
which give in detail conditions preceding the American occupa-
tion.

Printed Sources.

Monette, Valley of the Mississippi; Claiborne’s Lowry and Mec-
Cardle’s Mississippt; Riley's School History of Mississippi; Bar-
tram’s Travels (1792); Pickett’s Alabama; Hamilton’s Colonial Mo-
bile; Ellicott’'s Journal; Sparks’ Memoirs of Fifty Years (1870);
Draper, Narrative of a journey down the Ohio and Mississippi in
1789-00 by S. S. Forman (1888); American State Papers; American
Archives; Bossw's Travels (1771); Pope’s Tour (1791).

Mississippi Territory, 1798-1817.

By the treaty of Madrid between the United States and Spain
made Oct. 27, 1795, the southern boundary of the United States
was fixed at the line of the thirty-first degree of north latitude,
from the Mississippi to the Chattahoochie; thence down the mid-
dle of that river to the junction with the Flint; thence to the head
of St. Mary’s river; thence down that river to the Atlantic.

The Congress of the United States passed an act establishing
the Mississippi Territory, April 7, 1798, the boundary being de-
scribed as follows: ‘“All that tract of country bounded on the
west by the Mississippi; on the north by a line to be drawn due
east from the mouth of the Yazoos to the Chattahoochie river; on
the east by the river Chattahoochie and on the south by the thirty-
first degree of north latitude, shall be, and hereby is constituted
one district to be called the Mississippi Territory.”

The territorial government was organized May 7, 1798, by the
appointment of Winthrop Sargent, governor, John Steele, secre-
tary, Peter Bryan Bruin and Daniel Tilton, judges of the territorial
court; on June 28, 1798, William McGuire was appointed chief-
justice of the court.



Xiv MISSISSIPPI

Manuscript Sources.

The territorial archives of Mississippi are on file in the State
Department of Archives and History, and cover a period from
1798 to 181%7. The records of the territorial period have been care-
fully preserved and are reasonably full and complete. Some of
the most important records of that time are listed here,

Official Journal of Gov. Winthrop Sargent, 1798-1801.

Official Journal of Gov. W. C. C. Claiborne, 1801-1803.

Official Journal of Gov. Robert Williams, 1805-1809.

Official Journal of Gov. David Holmes, 1800-1817.

Record of Superintendents of Indian Affairs (Governors), 1803.

Archives of the Legislature of the Mississippi Territory, 1800-1817.

Letters to the Governors of the Mississipps Territory, 1798-1817.

Claiborne Collection, 1798-1817.

Printed Sources.

Mississippi Territorial Archives, 1798-1803 (1005), edited by Dun-
bar Rowland; Claiborne’s History of Mississippi; Lowry and Mc-
Cardle’s History of Mississippi; Riley’s School History of Missis-
sippi; Duval's School History of Mississippi; Publications, Mississippi
Historical Society, edited by Franklin L. Riley; James Hall, A Brief
History of Mississippi Territory (1801); Papers in Relation to the
official conduct of Winthrop Sargent (1801); Annals of Congress
(1798-1817); Niles Register, 1811-1817; Journals of the House of
Representatives, 1800-1817; Journals of the Council, 1800-1817;
Territorial Laws, 1800-1817; Bailey's Tour, 1796-97 (1856); Cum-
ing’s Tour, 1807-09 (1810, 1904); Pickett's Alabama; Owen, Publi-
cations of Alabama Historical Society (1898-1900); McCaleb, The
Aaron Burr Conspiracy (1903); Volney's Travels (1803); Phelps
Memoirs and Adventures (1802); Callot, Voyage of North Ameri-
ca, 1796 (1826); American State Papers; American Archives; Mis-
sissipps Gazette, 1800-1815; Washington Republican, 1804-16; Weekly
Chronicle, 1808-09; Mississippi Almanacs, 1810-17; Halbert and Ball,
The Creek War (1895).

The State of Mississippi, 1817-1908.

On March 1, 1817 the Congress of the United States passed an
act to enable the people of the western part of the Mississippi
Territory to form a Constitution and State Government, and for
the admission of said State into the Union, on an equal footing
with the original States, with the following boundaries: “Begin-
ning on the River Mississippi, at the point where the southern
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boundary line of the State of Tennessee strikes the same; thence
east along the said boundary line to the Tennessee River; thence
up the same to the mouth of Bear Creek; thence by a direct line
to the northwest corner of the county of Washington; thence due
south to the Gulf of Mexico; thence westwardly including all the
islands within six leagues of the shore, to the eastern junction of
Pearl River with Lake Borgne; thence up said river to the thirty-
first degree of north latitude; thence west along the said degree
of latitude to the Mississippi River; thence up the same to the
beginning.”

After the adoption of a Constitution August 15, 1817, the ma-
chinery of government was organized by the election of David
Holmes, governor, and Duncan Stewart, lieutenant-governor.
The election was held September 1-2, 1817, at which time the State
Legislature was selected. '

Manuscript Sources.

Archives of the Exccutive Department, 1817-1906.

Archives of the Legislative Department, 1817-1900.

Archives of the Judicial Department, 1817-1906.

Writings to all Departments of the Government, 1817-1906.

Official Records of Departments, 1817-1906.

Original Journals of Constitutional Conventions, 1817-1890.

Unofficial Manuscript Collection, 1817-1880.

The above broad classification of manuscript sources of the
State period will give some idea of the vast extent of the collec-
tion. The greater part of the official records of the State, not in
daily use, are on file in the Department of Archives and History,
and are rapidly being made accessible to the investigator. For a
more minute description of these collections, see Annual Reports
of the Director of the Department of Archives and History, 1902-
03-04-05.

Printed Sources.

Claiborne, Mississippi as a Province, Territory and State (1880);
Rowland, Mississippi Official and Statistical Register (1904); Good-
speed, Memoirs of Mississippi, 2 vols. ( 1891) ; Rilev, Publications of
Mississippi Historical Society (1898, 1905); Claiborne, Life and
Times of Gen. Sam Dale (1860); Claiborne, Life and Correspond-
ence of John A. Quitman, 2 vols. (1860); Sparks, The Memories of
Fifty Years (1870) ; Shields’ Life and Times of S. S. Prentiss (1883);
Davis, Rise and Fall of the Confederate Government (1881); Brown,
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Speeches and Writings, Cluskey (1859); Davis, Reuben, Recollec-
tions of Mississippi and Mississippians (1891); Waddell, Academic
Memorials (189r1); Jones, Methodism in Mississippi (1887); Van
Winkle, Nine Years of Democratic Rule (1847); Foote, Texas and
the Texans (1841), Bench and Bar of the South and Southwest
(1876), Casket of Reminiscences (1874); Lynch, Bench and Bar of
Mississippt (1881); Garner, Reconstruction in Mississippi (190r1);
Why the Solid South (1890),; Leavell and Bailey, A Complete His-
tory of Mississippt Baptists (1904); Flint's Geography (1832);
Records of the Union and Confederate Armies (1881, 1901); House
and Senate Journals of the State of Mississippi (1817-1906); Reports
of Departments (1817-1906) ; Mayes, L. Q. C. Lamar, His Life, Times
and Speeches (1896); French, Two Wars, Mexico and Confed-
erate (I190r1). Ingraham, The South West, 2 vols. (1835),; Baldwin,
Flush Timces in Alabama and Mississippi; Fremantle, Three Months
in the Southern States (1864); Olmstead, A Journey in the Back
Country (1863),; Heitman, Historical Register and Directory of the
United States Army (1903); Evans, Confederate Military History
(1898); Fulkerson, Early Days in Mississippi; Memoirs of S. S.
Prentiss, 2 vols. (1858); Smedes, A Southern Planter (1900); Files
of Mississippi Newspapers 1805-1905; Biographical Congressional
Directory (1903).

In addition to these sources there are on file, in the Department
of Archives and History, numerous pamphlets relating to the
State. These pamphlets deal with political, industrial, economic,
religious and educational conditions, and make a valuable collec-
tion of source materials.

DunBar RowLAaND.
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Abbeville, an incorporated post-town in the northern part of
Lafayette county, on the main line of the Illinois Central R. R.,
and ten miles north of Oxford. It has two churches and a normal
school. The census of 1900 gave it a population of 255.

Abbott, a post-village of Clay county, on the Chuquatonchee
Creek, about ten miles northwest of West Point, the nearest rail-
road, express and banking point. It has a money order postoffice,
and is a prosperous little place, having a grist-mill and a cotton gin-
nery.

Abel, a post-hamlet of Smith county, on the Gulf & Ship Island
R. R., about 10 miles south of Raleigh, the county seat. Its popu-
lation in 1900 was 40, which has since been materially increased.

Aberdeen. The city of Aberdeen dates back to the early days
of Monroe county. During.the middle '30s, a little settlement
grew up on the west side of the Tombigbee river, in the immediate
neighborhood of Morgan’s Ferry. It was incorporated by the
Legislature in May, 1837, and subsequent acts relating to its char-
ter were passed in 1838 and 1846. It was situated thirteen miles
south of the famous old settlement of Cotton Gin Port, which was
long the head of navigation on the Tombigbee river. In the year
1849 it was made the seat of justice for Monroe county, and in
1857 the present large brick court house was erected.

The shipping facilities of Aberdeen are excellent, as it is at the
head of navigation on the Tombigbee, and branch lines of threc
railroads terminate here—the Illinois Central, the Mobile and Ohio
and the Kansas City, Memphis and Birmingham, the latter road
now being a part of the St. Louis & San Francisco system. So-
cially and industrially, it is known as one of the best cities in the
State. None can boast of better churches, better schools, and a
more intelligent and prosperous class of people. It is situated in
the midst of a fertile and highly cultivated farming region, with
sandy timbered lands on the east and with black prairie lands on

2—1 17
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the west, adapted to the growing of all kinds of grasses, grains,
fruits, and vegetables, though cotton forms the principal staple
production of the county. The prairie lands are also especially
adapted to the raising of corn. Lands near Aberdeen are valued
from $25 to $50 an acre; five miles from the city about half this
price obtains, except the prairie lands, which sell at about the
former price. Aberdeen is one of the eleven cities in the State, whose
manufacturing and mechanical industries were considered of suf-
ficient importance by the officials of the Census Bureau of the
Twelfth Census, to justify the appointment of special agents to
collect the statistics. It is admirably situated to develop into a
large manufacturing city. It is located at the head of navigation
on the Tombigbee, has extensive areas of valuable timber to draw
upon, is surrounded by a highly productive and fertile farming
region, and is in close proximity to the rich coal and iron fields of
Alabama. Writing of its favorable situation, Prof. Lawrence C.
Johnson, of the U. S. Geological Survey, has this to say: “At the
head of navigation, this is the natural and nearest outlet to a large
territory of both Mississippi and Alabama. It should control the
coal and iron regions of at least Lamar and Marion counties, Ala.,
and have an equal chance at the grand coal fields of Walker.
Your position, geologically considered, is advantageous.
Sntuated at the eastern edge of what the books call the Eutaw
formation of the cretaceous group, you have behind you all the
wealth of the calcareous soils of the prairie. Beyond the Tombig-
bee you have thin soils, it is true, in the sharp hills of what we
call the Tuscaloosa formation; but these hills are clothed with
the finest timber, and when that is removed it becomes the land
of the mulberry, grape, peach, and all the fruits of our climate.”
Aberdeen boasts of a fine public school building; the Federal
building here was built at a cost of about $100.000. It has a num-
ber of large and up-to-date mercantile establishments. Among
its important manufacturing industries are: A clothing factory;
a sand-lime brick factory; a button manufacturing company; The
Aberdeen Oil Mill; an ice factory and bottling works; The Peo-
ple’s Oil Mill and Fertilizer works; a furniture factory; a large
cotton compress; several cotton gins, a saw and planing mill; iron
works and machine shops. Electric lighting and water works sys-
tems costing $90,000 are owned and operated by the city, and are
said by experts to be the best in the State. There are three strong
banking institutions—The First National Bank; The Bank of
Aberdeen, and The Monroe Bank and Trust Co. Two papers are
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published here: The Aberdeen Examiner, a Democratic weekly,
established in 1866, edited by its founder, Maj. S. A. Jonas; The
Aberdeen Weekly, also a Democratic weekly, established in 1875,
and edited by T. T. Deavenporte..

The city is excellently managed in an official way and is rapidly
increasing in population; in 1906 the population was estimated at
5,000. The Aberdeen Business League is doing a splendid work
in exploiting the city’s many advantages.

Ablow, a postoffice in Webster county, 8 miles north of Wal-
thall, the county seat.

Abner, a postoffice of Franklin county.

Abney, a post-hamlet in the western part of Itawamba county,
6 miles southwest of Fulton, the county seat. Population in 1900:
was 36.

Aborigines. See Indians.

Absalom, a postoffice of Winston county.

Academies and Colleges. Within the period of Spamsh occu-
pation it is possible that there were some attempts at schools among
the Methodist settlers of Vicksburg and vicinity, and the Congre-
gationalists and Baptists near Natchez, but such things like Prot-
estant churches would have been innovations on Spanish policy..
There were families, even then, able to hire private tutors and send:
their children to eastern or even European colleges, but generally,
there was little opportunity for education in the district which con-
stituted the nucleus of Mississippi in 1797. In 1799 Governor
Sargent transmitted to Congress a memorial from the inhabi-
tants of Natchez, praying for aid in the establishment of a semi-
nary. Rev. David Ker (q. v.) started the first public school for
girls in 1801 at Natchez.

In May, 1802, at a special session of the general assembly, Gov-
ernor Claiborne particularly urged the establishment of “a semi-
nary of learning” at some central location, fostered by the govern-
ment, under the direction of a board of trustees. This resulted
in Jefferson college (q. v.), founded May 13, 1802, and opened in
1810.

Madison academy near Port Gibson was chartered in 1809;
Jackson academy, in Wilkinson county, in 1814; Pinckneyville
academy and Williamson academy near Woodville, and Amite
academy, in 1815; Shieldsboro academy (Pass Christian) in 1818;
Elizabeth female academy at Washington, and Natchez academy,
Pearl Hill academy, Jefferson county, and Wilkinson female acad-
emy, in 1819 ; Columbian academy, of Marion county, in 1820. Frank-
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lin academy, Columbus, was founded in 1821. After the Choctaw
lands were opened to settlement, Mississippi college (q. v.) had
its beginnings as an academy incorporated in 1826, and located at
Mt. Salus, now known as Clinton, where a building was com-
pleted in 1830, with $5,000 State aid. Oakland college (q. v.) was
founded in 1830, the first institution of collegiate grade that was
successful. )

After this the number of academies rapidly increased. Among
them were Fayette academy, founded in 1827, which survived many
decades; Brandon academy, in operation in 1830 near Fort Adams;
the celebrated old Mt. Carmel academy in Covington county;
the Vicksburg institute in 1831; the Sharon college and academy
for boys and girls, which had a brilliant career until 1861; Holly
Springs university, in 1837, the predecessor of St. Thomas’ hall;
the Holly Springs female institute, “one of the most successful
and useful ever in the State;” the Oxford male and female academy,
in 1838, the latter branch of which was merged in the Union
female college in 1854, which institution was therefore the oldest
college north of Jackson.

In 1839 Jefferson college had been closed for several years;
Oakland college was in a prosperous condition; male and female
academies were in successful operation at Sharon, Columbus, Holly
Springs, Port Gibson and several other places. Mississippi col-
lege, at Clinton, was not prosperous.

In 1839 the legislature enacted that the “fines, penalties, for-
feitures and amercements,” which had theretofore, since 1821,
gone into the Literary fund, should, in certain counties named,
go to the support of certain academies, as follows: Port Gibson
academy in Claiborne county, Fayette academy in Jefferson, Lex-
ington male and female academy in Holmes, Marion academy in
Lauderdale, the Orphan asylum in Adams, the Oxford and Wyatt
academies in Lafayette, Gallatin female academy in Copiah, Quit-
man male and female academy in Newton, Mount Carmel academy
in Covington, Raymond, Clinton and Cayuga female academies
in Hinds, Monticello academy in Lawrence, Ripley and Salem
academies in Tippah, to the erection and support of a hospital
and poorhouse in Vicksburg in Warren, to Paulding academy in
Jasper, to the Pontotoc female academy in Pontotoc, to the male
and female academies in Rankin, to the university and female
academy in Marshall, to the Woodville classical school in Wilkin-
son, to the male and female academies at Starkville in Oktibbeha,
to the Kosciusko female academy in Attala, to Macon academy
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in Noxubee, to the schools on the sixteenth sections in Lowndes,
to the Yazoo library association in Yazoo, to the Farmington female
academy in Tishomingo, to the Hernando academies in DeSoto,
and in other counties to such academies and schools as the board
of police should designate.

In 1841 Montrose academy was opened in Jasper county by Rev.
John N. Waddel, and Centenary college was established at Bran-
don Springs, in Rankin county, by the Methodist church, and
about that time the first manual training school in Mississippi,
Judson institute (q. v.). In all, during the decades 1830-50, 76 -
academies and colleges were incorporated, and there were many
in successful operation without charters. In the decade 1850-60,
35 academies and colleges were incorporated, of which the best
known were the Port Gibson collegiate academy, the Eudocia
female college (later the Winona district high school) and Whit-
worth college. The State University and various other notable
institutions are described in special articles. This article is de-
rived mainly from an address by Chancellor Edward Mayes,
printed in the State superintendent’s report for 1889.

Summerville institute, in the “mountains” of Noxubee, was
founded by Thomas S. Gathright in January, 1854.

The Columbus male high school was established 1867.

Pass Christian college was founded by the Christian Brothers.
Brother Geffery was president in 1871, with fifteen brothers as-
sociated.

At Dry Grove, Hinds county, there was in 1875 a theological
school of the Episcopal church, supported by a missionary fund
from the East.

Ackerman, an incorporated town in the eastern part of Choctaw
county, on the line of the Illinois Central R. R., at its crossing of
the Mobile, Jackson & Kansas City R. R., 55 miles southwest of
Aberdeen. It was made the county seat of the second district of
Choctaw county in 1896 and the present court house was built in
1897. It has telegraph and express offices, and a money order
postoffice, and is located in the midst of a fine farming region. A
branch of the Grenada Bank was established. here in 1899. It has
a good public school and is growing rapidly in population. The
Choctaw Plaindealer, established in 1887, Frank Townsend, editor
and publisher, and The Ackerman Sun, established in 1905, are
both Democratic weeklies. The last census (1900) gave Acker-
man a population of 706; in 1906 the population was estimated at
1,200. Five church denominations have church buildings here.
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Ackerman’s high school is second to none in the State. Nearly
all of the fraternal orders have prosperous lodges here. An elec-
tric lighting plant has been contracted for and will soon be in
operation. One of the largest saw and planing mills in the state
is in operation here; also a cotton compress, two cotton gins and
a steam laundry.

Ackia Battle, 1786. This historic fight between the French
under Bienville and the Chickasaw Indians took place on May
26, 1736, about three miles northwest of the present town of Tupe-
lo, in Lee county. The French had penetrated the Chickasaw
country by way of the Mobile and Tombigbee rivers, and their force
consisted of about 600 whites and 500 Indians (Claiborne, p. 59),
while other accounts place their total numbers at from 2,500 to
3,000, inclusive of some 1,200 Choctaw allies. The village of
Ackia, where the Chickasaws were first discovered by Bienville,
was strongly fortified with palisades and earthworks, and their
fort displayed the English flag, as several English traders seem to
have been among them. Their fort was on a hill with cabins
around it, with others apparently fortified at some distance below,
and a little stream ran at the foot of the hill. It was ‘“surrounded
by a palisade more than a fathom thick, the intervals being closed
by smaller piles, so arranged as to leave loopholes through which
they could fire without exposing themselves. It was besides cov-
ered with heavy oak planks, loaded also with earth, so that gre-
nades were of no service.” (Dumont, His. Mem.) The Choctaws
on perceiving the enemy’s fort, at once advanced to the attack
with yells and cries, but were easily repulsed with severe loss.
The French commander, on seeing the strong disposition of the
enemy, was disposed to await a junction with D’Artaguette, before
venturing to attack. Overruled by the younger officers of his
force, he reluctantly ordered an attack. A strong storming party
was detached to carry the fort. This party advanced to the at-
tack using a sort of portable breastwork, which, however, proved
of little assistance. They had neither spades nor pickaxes, and aimed
to take the fort by a coup de main. They crossed the stream at
the foot of the hill, and began to ascend the slope, occupying the
detached cabins as they approached. The Chickasaws fought be-
hind their palisades “bedded to the stomach in the earth, observed
the greatest silence, and suffered the French to approach within
good musket shot before firing.” (Narrative of Du Tertre). Du-
mont states, “As soon as the troops had gained the top of the hill,
they began by setting fire to some of the cabins on the wings,

B



MISSISSIPPI 23

from which the enemy might have annoyed us; but avoiding one
inconvenience we fell into another, for the smoke almost stifled us
as long as they were burning. The colonial militia, which were in
the rear of the company’s troops, wheeled right and left, intending
to invest the fort, but the Sieur de Jusan, aide-major, checked
the movement and sent the troops back to their post, intending for
his own corps the glory of carrying the place, which now began
a vigorous defence. Several militia men were already disabled,
and the grenadiers in attempting to advance had one of their ser-
geants killed, the other wounded, as was also Captain Renaud
d’Hauterive, who was carried to the camp, whence the general
was observing the result of the attack.” Unable to draw the.
enemy from his cover, or breach the palisade, a retreat was finally
ordered. The attack had lasted from half-past one to five in the
afternoon, and thirty-two regulars and militia were killed, and at
least sixty wounded, including the following officers: De Noyer,
Grondel, d’Hauterive, de Velles, Villemont, Montbrun, de Jusan.
They were unable to carry off many of their dead, and were
forced the following morning to witness the ghastly spectacle of
their slain companions quartered and hung on the points of the
palisades. Bienville did not feel strong enough to renew the at-
tack the next morning, especially as he had left his heavy ordnance
behind at Cotton Gin Port. Therefore the army was at once put
in motion and the long return journey to Mobile and New Orleans
begun.

Acme, a post-village, 12 miles west of Paulding, the county
seat of Jasper county.

Acona, a post-hamlet in the northern part of Holmes county,
about 12 miles north of Lexington, the county seat, and the near-
est railroad and banking town. It has a money order postoffice
and maintains a very good school. Population in 1900, 75.

Adair, a post-hamlet of Carroll county, 20 miles southwest of Car-
rollton, the county seat.

Adams County. April 2, 1799, Winthrop Sargent, the first Ter-
ritorial Governor of Mississippi, issued the following proclama-
tion: “I do ordain and order by these letters made patent, that
all and singular the lands lying and being within the boundaries
of the Mississippi Territory, . . . should constitute two coun-
ties—the division of which shall be a line, commencing at the
mouth of Fairchild’s Creek, and running direct to the most south-
ern part of Ellicott’sville; thence easterly along the dividing ridge
of the waters of Cole’s and Sandy Creeks, so far as the present
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settlements extend, and thence by a due east line to the territorial
boundary—the southern or lower division of which is named, and
hereafter to be called the county of Adams, and the northern or
upper division, the county of Pickering. The justices of the com-
mon pleas court were announced April 5th, as follows: Daniel
Clark, Bernard Lintot, Thomas Burling, John Ellis, Thomas
Wilkins, Abner Green, George Fitzgerald and John Collins; also
William Dunbar, judge of probate, Lewis Evans, sheriff, Melling
Wooley, coroner, Peter Walker, clerk of the court of quarter ses-
sions and prothonotary of the court of common pleas; Bernard
Lintot, treasurer, and John Henderson, recorder. The justices of
the court of quarter sessions were Daniel Clark, William Dunbar,
John Ellis, James McIntosh, Thomas Wilkins and Abraham Ellis.
In addition there were a number of justices of the peace, namely:
Philander Smith, Joshua Howard, John Collins, Charles Bourd-
man, Robert Dunbar, William Vousdan, Hugh Davis, William
Kenner, George Cochran, William Miller, Anthony Hoggett. July
2, 1800, the governor appointed the following inspectors: Job
Ruth Cotton and Melling Wolley, town of Natchez; John Bolls
and Gerard Brandon, township of St. Catherine’s; William Dun-
bar and Charles Suggett, township of Second Creek; Isaac Gal-
liard and Patrick Foley, township of Homochitto; Col. Henry
Hunter and Thomas Dawson, township of Bayou Sara. “The name
of Pickering was changed to Jefferson, January 11, 1802. Thus
were formed the two oldest counties in the State. The southern
division was named in honor of President John Adams, then in
office. Out of its extensive area, on the south and east, have been
subsquently carved all the counties situated east and south of the
present county of Adams, and lying between its northern boun-
dary line extended and the thirty-first parallel of latitude. As
now constituted, it is bounded on the north by the county of Jef-
ferson, the dividing line being from a point on the Mississippi
river, at the upper side of E. Rose’s old settlement, due east to
Stover’s mound, near Fairchild’s creek; thence up the meanderings
of the south branch of said creek, to a place once known as Grif-
fin’s still-house, and afterwards George Selser’s springs; thence
in a direct line to the northeast corner of what was once Edmond
Andrew’s cotton-gin; thence due east to the basis meridian line.
The basis meridian line divides it from Franklin county on the
east, and the Homochitto river, from the meridian line to the Mis-
sissippi river, divides it from Wilkinson county on the south,
leaving Tansy Island in Wilkinson county. The Mississippi river
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forms its entire western boundary. It has a total area of about
414 square miles, and with Wilkinson county formed the southern
part of the old Natchez District. This lofty bluff section of the
State, overlooking the Mississippi river, was a natural vantage
ground for the earliest white settlers. As early as 1700, the pres-
ent site of Natchez was visited by Iberville, Bienville, and de
Tonti, in the interest of French colonization, and in 1716, the
French built Fort Rosalie, on the present site of Natchez. .
The Natchez tribe of Indians, who originally occupied this region,
were finally expelled in 1729, and during most of the eighteenth
century, the whole Natchez district was disputed territory, being
successively under the control of the French, English and Spanish.
W ith the evacuation of the Spaniards in 1798, undisputed Ameri-
can control began. Many traces of the divided allegiance owned
by the early settlers of Adams county are still evident in the orig-
inal titles to the lands of the region, as well as in the prevalence
of names of French and Spanish origin. One of the first white
settlements made in the county was at Kingston, about sixteen
miles southeast of Natchez and about two miles from the Homo-
chitto river. In 1772, Samuel and Richard Swayze, of New Jersey,
bought 19,000 acres of land on the Homochitto of Capt. Amos
Ogden, which had been granted to him by the English Govern-
ment in 1768. This land has since been known as “Ogden’s
Mandamus Grant,” and in 1772, the Swayze brothers sailed to
their new home, with their families and kindred, in all about fifteen
families. They located their cabins close together about one mile
from old Kingston. In 1784 Caleb King built his home on the
present site of Kingston and called the place by that name. Dr.
C. F. Farrar, of Kingston, Miss., a grandson of Caleb King, has
the original map of the place, with the names of the streets, as
drawn by the founder. The surrounding country became thickly
settled, and Kingston was once a prosperous town with about 150
inhabitants. The first Protestant church in Mississippi is said to
have been erected at Kingston in 1798. From about 1830 the place
began to decay, and many of the settlers moved away. It is now
a village .of only 39 inhabitants. Some of the descendants of the
first settlers, who still inhabit the neighborhdod, are, the Swayzes,
Foules, Ashfords, Byrds, Davises, Farrars, Vaughns, Thomases,
and Sojourners. The first charter of the city of Natchez, the seat
of government during the Spanish regime as well as the first Ter-
ritorial capital, and the present county seat of Adams county, was
granted in 1784, and the first mayor was Samuel Brooks. Stephen
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Minor was the original owner of much of the present site of Nat-
chez. Among its earliest settlers were Isaac Girault, Christopher
Miller, John Nugent and Jacob Eiler. The Natchez Gazette was
the first newspaper in Adams county as well as in the State. It
was established about 1802 by Col. Andrew Marschalk, and was
published by him for nearly forty years under different names.
Tradition says that the first cotton-mill in the State, and perhaps
in the world, was that of Sir William Dunbar, erected at or near
Natchez in 1834. Natchez is the oldest manufacturing center in
the State and one of the oldest in the South. As early as 1720, it
possessed a grist mill, a forge and a machine shop. The year 1812
gives it seventeen manufacturing establishments and a population
of 1811. Its first big enterprise was the Natchez Cotton Mill, 300
looms, followed by the smaller Rosalie Mill. It stands today third
among the cities of the State in capital invested in manufacture.
It has excellent shipping facilities provided by the Mississippi
river, and the Yazoo & Mississippi Valley R. R., and the New Or-
leans and Northwestern R. R., running west from Vidalia across
the river. Its population was 12,210 by the census of 1900 and is
estimated at not less than 15,000 in 1906. That part of the town of
Natchez known as “Natchez Under the Hill,” which was inhabited
by the more disreputable elements of the population, was com-
pletely destroyed by the great tornado of May 7th, 1840, and much
of the upper town was laid in ruins. Several hundred people were
known to have been killed, and three steamboats and about eighty
flatboats were sunk and their cargoes lost. About two miles east
of the city was located “Concord,” the famous old seat of the
Spanish Governors. One of the historic old towns of the county
is Washington, now a veritable deserted village of about 250 inhab-
itants, but formerly the Territorial and State capital, 1802-1820;
it was the seat of Jefferson College, founded in 1803, the oldest
endowed institution in the Southwest, of Elizabeth Female Acad-
emy, the oldest chartered female college in the State and the home
of scores of Mississippi’s famous men, as well as a great literary
center in its day. When the State capital was removed to Jackson
in 1822, the old town rapidly declined, and its prosperity ceased.

The county has a land surface of 438 square miles. Like most
counties in the State Adams county is well watered, the principal
streams besides the Mississippi and Homochitto rivers on its
western and southern boundary, being Second, St. Catharine’s and
Sandy creeks. Nearly the whole of the county lies in the so called
Bluff Formation of the State, and the surface of the land is undu-
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lating, rolling and hilly, with level stretches along the river and
creek bottoms. Many of its forests have been cleared away in
the development of its many rich plantations, but the county is
still rich in timber, consisting of white, red, live and water oaks,
gum, ash, cottonwood, poplar, beech, pine, walnut, cypress and
magnolia. Its soil is a rich alluvial loam, very fertile, producing
cotton, corn, sugar-cane, oats, sweet and Irish potatoes, peanuts,
hay and all kinds of vegetables. Fruits of various kinds, both the
large and small varieties, flourish in the kindly soil and climate of
this favored region. Excellent pasturage for stock can be found
throughout the year, and the live stock industry has attained large
proportions, being valued at nearly one half a million dollars in
1900. While it must be admitted that Adams county, like the rest
of the State, lacks many of the elements that foster a manufac-
turing population, it is yet fortunate in the possession of a kindly
climate and soil, excellent shipping facilities, and valuable woods
and clays.

The following statistics, from the twelfth U. S. Census for 1900,
relate to farms, manufactures and population:—Number of farms
2,583, acreage in farms 141,222, acres improved 73,756, value of
the land and improvements, exclusive of buildings $1,114,520, value
of the farm buildings $461,580, value of live stock $464,572, total
value of all products not fed $1,280,026.

Number of manufactures 80, capital invested $1,474,448, wages
paid $222,522, cost of materials used $718,172, total value of prod-
ucts $1,322,171.

The population of the county in 1900 consisted of whites 6,439,
colored 23,672, total 30,111, an increase of 4,080 over the census
returns for 1890. (See Natchez Indians, Fort Rosalie, Natchez,
Washington Territorial Administrations.)

The total assessed valuation of real and personal property in
Adams county in 1905 was $6,470,748, and in 1906 it was $7,299,674,
which shows an increase of $828,926 during the year.

Adams, Daniel W, son of Judge George Adams, was educated
at the University of Virginia. Soon after his return home, circum-
stances noted in the sketch of his father involved the State in great
excitement, and arrayed people in opposing factions. His father
was, as the young man felt, maliciously accused.” As a result he
killed Editor James Hagan (q. v.), of Vicksburg, in 1843, with
much provocation and under circumstances that at least strongly
suggested self-defense on his part. He was tried for murder,
in Hinds county, with Henry S. Foote, George S. Yerger and John
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I. Guion as his counsel, and acquitted. A few months later he
began a successful career as a lawyer at Jackson, and while there
was elected to the State Senate, 1852. Afterward he removed
to New Orleans. He opposed the early movements looking toward
secession, but in 1861 entered the military service of the Confed-
erate States and was commissioned colonel of the First Louisiana
infantry. He served at Pensacola and Mobile in garrison duty,
and first gained distinction in the battle of Shiloh, where he was
seriously wounded. With promotion to brigadier-general, he did
valuable service at the great battles of Perryville, Ky., Murfrees-
boro, Tenn., and Chickamauga, Ga. In both the latter engage-
ments he was severely wounded. After a long disability he had
command of a cavalry brigade, and was in charge, successively,
of the districts of Central Alabama and the entire State north of
the coast region. His last battle was April 16, 1865, with Wilson'’s
cavalry. He was commended by superior officers for “extraordi-
nary judgment and courage and unparalleled cheerfulness under
suffering.” After the war he resided for a time at New York, but
returned to New Orleans, and died there, suddenly, June 14, 1872.

Adams, George, one of the prominent early lawyers of the State,
began the practice of his profession at Frankfort, Ky. He was ad-
mitted to the bar about the same time as Henry Clay, and the two
were intimate friends and correspondents through life. He was
married in 1811 to Miss Anna Weissiger, a native of Lexington,
Ky., of a Virginia family. In 1825 he moved with his family to
Natchez, and thence, in 1831, to Holmes county. He has been
characterized in Foote’s “Bench and Bar” as “alike revered for his
learning, his domestic and social virtues, and his elevated patri-
otism.” He was a candidate for attorney-general of the State in
1825, and was elected in 1828, but resigned in the following year.
He was appointed district attorney for the United States court
in 1830, reappointed in 1834, and held that office until appointed
judge of the United States court for Mississippi, January 20, 1836.
He was upon the bench three years, being succeeded by Samuel
J. Gholson in 1839. In 1843, he and H. S. Foote were called upon
by the governor to conduct an examination of the Graves defal-
cation, and the bitter comments upon the escape of the delinquent
State treasurer led to a deplorable tragedy. Judge Adams died in
August, 1844.

Adams’ Message. Upon the information sent to the govern-
ment by Commissioner Ellicott (see Ellicott-and Gayoso), Presi-
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dent John Adams addressed a special message to Congress, June
12, 1797, and made the following statements and recommendation:

“I have determined to leave to the discretion of the officers of
His Catholic Majesty, when they withdraw his troops from the forts
within the territory of the United States, either to leave the works
standing or to demolish them; and . . . I shall cause an as-
surance to be published and to be particularly communicated to the
minister of His Catholic Majesty and to the governor of Louisiana
that the settlers or occupants of the lands in question shall not
be disturbed in their possessions by the troops of the United
States, but on the contrary, that they shall be protected in all
their lawful claims; and to prevent or remove every doubt on this
point it merits the consideration of Congress whether it will not
be expedient immediately to pass a law giving positive assurances
to those inhabitants who, by fair and regular grants or by oc-
cupancy, have obtained legal titles or equitable claims to lands
in that country prior to the final ratification of the treaty between
the United States and Spain on the 25th of April, 1796.

“This country is rendered peculiarly valuable by its inhabi-
tants, who are represented to amount to nearly 4,000, generally
well affected and much attached to the United States, and zealous
for the establishment of a government under their authority. I
therefore recommend to your consideration the expediency of
erecting a government in the district of Natchez similar to that
established for the territory northwest of the river Ohio, but with
certain modifications relative to titles and claims to lands, whether
of individuals or companies, or to claims of jurisdiction of any
individual State.”

Adams, Robert H., was born in the county of Rockbridge, Va.,
in 1792; was a cooper by trade, and worked at this several years.
before beginning to read law. In early manhood he made his
home at Knoxville, Tenn., where he rose to distinction. After
a brief residence at Nashville, he moved to Natchez, where, “in
five or six years, he became recognized as a well-informed and
industrious barrister, and a bold, earnest and energetic speaker.”
He and Robert J. Walker were very intimate friends, and they
had agreed to move to New Orleans to practice law in partner-
ship before the sudden and unexpected election of Mr. Adams
to the United States senate (Foote’s Reminiscences), in 1830, to
succeed Thomas B. Reed, deceased. His majority was one vote,
over George Poindexter, Joshua Child and Robert J. Walker.
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Before his election to the senate he had represented the city of
Natchez in the legislature.

After serving one term in the United States senate, from Feb-
ruary to May, 1830, in that short experience sustaining the great
promise of his brief career, he died suddenly at Natchez, July 2,
1830.

Henry S. Foote wrote of him that he “was in some respects
one of the most remarkable men that this country has produced.”
His early education must have been remarkably defective, and
Foote, a scholar, wondered at his power in English without a
knowledge of Greek or Latin or even British classics. Yet there
was no doubt that “in some way or other,” when he made a speech,
his hearers were impressed with the thought that they were in
the presence of “one of nature’s most wonderful productions.”
He was able to encounter any speaker of his time on any subject,
with indisputable credit. He seemed to have no lack of legal lore.
In statements before a jury he could so state the facts that no op-
ponent could befog them, and if humor, or sarcasm, or pathos
were needed, he was in each a master. Those who knew him best
believed him possessed of greater native ability than any of his
rivals, and if he had lived a few years longer, with the advantages
of a seat in the senate, “there is no knowing what amount of fame
he might have acquired, or what wonders he would have achieved
upon the theatre of national affairs.” He was beloved by many
and died without an enemy.

Adams Station, a post-town in the western part of Hinds county,
on the Natchez division of the Yazoo & Mississippi Valley R. R..
about twenty miles southwest of Jackson. Utica is the nearest
banking town. It has a money order postoffice, a church, and a
school. Population in 1900, 100.

Adamsville, a postoffice in the northeastern part of Greene
county, on the Chickasawha river, 10 miles north of Lakesville,
the county seat. Population, 26.

Adams, Stephen, was born in Franklin county, Tenn., received a
public school education, studied law and was admitted to the bar
in his native State, where he also gained such political promi-
nence as to be elected to the State senate. Removing to Missis-
sippi in the '30s he became a lawyer at Aberdeen. In 1841 he
was elected circuit judge, and in 1845 was elected a representative
in Congress, in which capacity he served from December, 18453,
to March, 1847. In 1850 he was a representative of Monroe county
in the State legislature. At this political crisis he was a Union
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Democrat, and aided materially in the election of Governor Foote.
In 1852, when the Whigs and Union Democrats had a majority
on joint ballot in the legislature, he was a candidate for United
States senator, to fill the unexpired term of Senator Davis, and
was elected (see Senators, U. S.), took his seat, March 17, 1852,
and served until March 3, 1857. When his term expired, he was
not a candidate for reélection, the Union party having disinte-
grated long before that time. Jefferson Davis was elected to suc-
ceed him, and he removed to Memphis, Tenn., where he died May
11, 1857. :

Adams, Thomas A. S., son of Abram Adams, of Welsh-Irish
descent, was born on a farm in Noxubee county, Miss., February 5,
1839. His father was a soldier in the war of 1812. When about
to become a cadet at West Point, he was converted at a camp-
meeting and began preparation for the ministry. He entered the
University of Mississippi in 1857, and in 1860 was graduated at
Emory and Henry college, Virginia. He was a school teacher in
1861, when he enlisted in the Eleventh Mississippi volunteers as
a private, and later became chaplain. He taught school in Vir-
ginia in 1863-70; was pastor of the Methodist church at Green-
ville, Miss., 1871-72; afterward principal of the Methodist high
schools at Black Hawk and Kosciusko; pastor at Columbus,
1878-80 ; president of Soule Female college at Murfreesboro, Tenn.,
1880-85; president of Centenary college, Louisiana, 1885-87.
He died from apoplexy at the railroad depot in Jackson, Miss..
December 21, 1888. In 1882 he published a book of poems. His
famous poem, “Enscotidion, or Shadow of Death,” appeared in
1876, “Aunt Peggy and Other Poems,” in 1882.

Adams, William Wirt, a son of Judge George Adams, was born
at Frankfort, Ky., March 22, 1819. Thence the family moved to
Natchez, in 1825. He was educated at Bardstown, and on his re-
turn from college in 1839, enlisted as a private in Colonel Burle-
son’s command, with which he marched on foot to the site of
the city of Austin, Texas, where the regiment was organized and
mounted. He was appointed adjutant of Burleson’s regiment by
President Lamar, and in that rank took part in the campaign
against the Indians in northeast Texas under the chief, Old
Bowles. Here young Adams first met Albert Sidney Johnston,
who was then secretary of war for the republic of Texas. He re-
turned to Mississippi in the fall of 1839; after the death of his
father settled the estate, and in 1846 removed to the parish of
Iberville, La., and engaged in sugar planting. In 1850 he was
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married to Sallie Huger Mayrant, at Jackson, where he made his
home in 1851 and engaged in banking and planting at Jackson and
Vicksburg. He was elected to the legislature from Issaquena
county in 1858 and 1860, and served two sessions. Upon the
secession of Mississippi, in January, 1861, he was appointed com-
missioner to Louisiana, and visited the legislature of that State
at Baton Rouge, inviting codperation in the movement. In Feb-
ruary he was called to Montgomery, Ala., and tendered the place
of postmaster-general in the cabinet of President Davis, which
he felt compelled to decline on account of his important business
intercsts. As soon as he had settled up his banking affairs he
announced his purpose to organize a cavalry regiment to serve
for the period of the war, and was soon offered eight companies
from Mississippi, five from Alabama, and two from Louisiana,
which were ordered to rendezvous at Memphis, where the regiment
was organized in August. In September they were ordered to
Columbus, Ky., and thence in October to the headquarters of
Gen. A. S. Johnston at Bowling Green, Ky. They were on out-
post duty during the winter of 1861-62. The four extra companies
were then detached, and the regiment was thereafter composed of
the two Louisiana companies commanded by Capts. Isaac FF. Har-
rison and Albert G. Cage; two Alabama companies, Capts. S. B.
Cleaveland and S. B. Bowie; and six companies from Mississippi,
Capts. Lowery, Muldrow, Barnes, Lachote, Yerger and Haynes.
This regiment was known as the First Mississippi cavalry. They
were the rear guard of the retreat from Bowling Green to Nash-
ville and Corinth, under the independent command of General
Hardee, and were first in battle at Shiloh, where there was little
opportunity for cavalry work. After the battle, on April 8th, when
General Breckinridge desired to rest his corps, at Mickey’s, Col-
onel Adams sent Harrison’s company, the Tensas cavalry, to hold
the Federal advance. Assisted by Col. N. B. Forrest, with some
20 men, Harrison made a brilliant attack, throwing the Federal
column into disorder and bringing off sixty prisoners—an achieve-
ment the credit for which is given entirely to General Forrest by
his biographers. During the subsequent Corinth campaign the
regiment was on outpost duty, under General Bealls, chief of cav-
alry. After the retreat to Tupelo, four companies had a spirited
engagement with the enemy near Booneville, “charging, routing
and pursuing two miles a Federal regiment under command of
Mayj. Phil Sheridan.”

In the summer Adams’ cavalry was part of a cavalry force of
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six regiments sent under General Armstrong into west Tennessee
to make a diversion in support of Bragg’s movement, and after
several unimportant affairs was distinguished at Denmark, where,
after the repulse of McCulloch, Pinson and W. H. Jackson, Adams’
regiment charged and captured a battery. Afterward Colonel
Adams reported to General-Van Dorn at Holly Springs, was pres-
ent at the attack on Corinth, in which cavalry was not employed,
and on the retreat, with his own and Slemmons’ Arkansas regi-
ment, was entrusted with guarding the bridges and wagon trains,
a duty performed with wonderful success, involving many acts
of remarkable daring. Adams, with the two regiments, was at
Iuka with Price, and near Burnsville captured a train load of
Federal troops sent out from Corinth. After this Colonel Adams
and his men were stationed in Washington county, guarding the
plantations and observing the movements on the river against
Vicksburg. With pickets along the river and a line of couriers
to Vicksburg, he was able to promptly advise General Pember-
ton of Sherman’s movements. Thence being ordered to Vicks-
burg, Adams stationed his men at Warrenton and Grand Gulf,
under orders to impress hands and erect batteries under the direc-
tion of the engineer officers. While near Port Gibson, with only
sixty men in camp, other companies being at Natchez and Rodney,
Adams was ordered to pursue Grierson, making his famous raid
through Mississippi. He ordered a concentration at Hazelhurst,
but was not able to overtake Grierson, who was checked in his
advance on Natchez by the two companies of Adams’ men ad-
vancing from that place. On his return from the Grierson chase,
Colonel Adams found that General Grant had landed his army
in Mississippi during his absence, overwhelmed the heroic Bowen,
and advanced as far as Rocky Springs. Adams then moved to Ray-
mond, took part in the gallant battle there, and covered Gregg’s re-
treat in the night, thence marching to Bolton to protect the railroad
and wires, skirmishing there, and proceeding to Edwards, where his
force was increased to 400 by the addition of 200 of the Twentieth
Mississippi mounted infantry. He and his men were in constant
activity throughout the brief Champion’s Hill .campaign. By order
of Pemberton he reported to General Johnston and was stationed
between the Big Black and Yazoo to watch the enemy and pre-
vent raids. Two successful fights were made near Mechanicsville.
When Sherman advanced against Jackson, after the fall of Vicks-
burg, Adams with his regiment and the Twenty-eighth Missis-
sippi, harassed his advance, skirmishing all the way. In October
3—1
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following, a large Federal force advanced toward Canton from
Messinger’s ferry, which he checked at Brownsville. where Cap-
tain Bowie, with his Alabama squadron, drove from the field a
Federal regiment.- Adams was commissioned brigadier-general
September 18, 1863, and in November assigned to command of a
brigade composed of his own regiment and Colonel Logan’s com-
mand. Soon afterward he made a rapid march toward Natchez,
hoping to surprise the Federal garrison, but was frustrated by in-
telligence being conveyed to the Federals from Brookhaven. Con-
sequently he occupied Ellis Cliffs, hoping to use his battery on the
enemy’s shipping. But he was compelled to retire, after defeating
a strong force sent against him, Natchez having been heavily re-
inforced to thwart his plans. He made demonstrations against
Port Hudson and Baton Rouge, until called to meet Sherman’s
advance on Meridian in February, 1864. He engaged the advance
of the army near Bolton, with 800 men, and held them in check
throughout an entire day, a daring deed that elicited the praise of
General Sherman as well as the Confederate generals. Under Gen.
S. D. Lee, they hung upon the flank of the enemy during the ad-
vance, but without opportunity to strike his column except at
Decatur, where Adams’ brigade charged the wagon train and
caused the destruction of forty wagons. They had another ac-
tion near Canton, in this campaign, in which a number of Federals
were captured. In April, 1864, when Lee moved the main part of
his command to north Mississippi, General Adams was given com-
mand of cavalry in the department of West Mississippi and East-
ern Louisiana, which he retained for twelve months, a period of
laborious service in which several raids of the enemy were met.
Within this period, Col. John Griffith, of his brigade, with 200
men, captured and destroyed the Federal ironclad, “Patrol,” on the
Yazoo river, which enabled General Adams to present eight heavy
Dahlgren guns to the Confederate navy, for which he received
the acknowledgments of Admiral Buchanan. In the latter part
of March, 1865, he marched his brigade from Jackson to Macon
and West Point, to join General Forrest, and was ordered to meet
Croxton’s brigade of Wilson’s Federal corps, in the vicinity of
Tuscaloosa. He attacked the latter at Northport, April 6, bringing
on a serious engagement, in which, according to General Wheeler's
account of the war in Alabama, only the firmness of a Michigan
cavalry regiment saved Croxton from defeat. This was one of
the last engagements of that campaign,—it might be said to be the
last between regular troops,—for the action at West Point, Ala.,
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April 16th, and Croxton’s fight near Talladega, April 23d, were
with the reserves. Adams’ brigade was surrendered with General
Taylor’s forces and paroled at Gainesville, Ala. His farewell ad-
dress to his command was delivered May 6, 1865. (The above
from autobiographical notes.) After the war, residing at Vicks-
burg, he was active in the revival of enterprise. He was appointed
State revenue agent in 1880, and resigned in 1885 to become post-
master at Jackson by appointment of President Cleveland. He
was killed May 1, 1888, in an encounter with John Martin, who
also lost his life, following an attack upon him by the newspaper
of which Martin was editor.

Adaton, a postoffice of Oktibbeha county, on Cane creek, six
miles east of Starkville, the county seat. Population in 1900, 50.

Addie, a postoffice in Simpson county, 4 miles north of West-
ville, the county seat. It is on the Columbia branch of the Gulf
& Ship Island R. R,, and a good saw-milling plant is located here.

Addine, a post-town in Jasper county, 9 miles south of Paulding,
the county seat.

Addison, a postoffice of Perry county, and a station on the New
Orleans & North Eastern R. R., three miles north of Hattiesburg.
Population in 1900, 20.

Aden, a post-hamlet in Neshoba county, 14 miles northeast of
Philadelphia, the ceunty seat.

Advance, a post-hamlet in the northwestern part of Lamar
county, on Upper Little River, about 18 miles northwest of Purvis,
the county seat. Population in 1900, 40.

Advent of the Flag. The treaty of San Lorenzo was made, from
the Spanish point of view, to protect Louisiana and make a friend
of the United States. While the negotiations were in progress,
the United States crushed the British-Indian power in the north-
west, and made the Jay treaty with England, that seemed to prom-
ise a close friendship between the English-speaking peoples. It
was feared that this would result in an invasion of Louisiana from
Canada, with the permission of the United States, if Spain con-
tinued to make pretensions to all the Mississippi valley south of
the Ohio. Spain was apprehensive, also, that France, though seek-
ing alliance, was not so warm a friend that she would scruple to
take Louisiana. by force of arms. It was hoped that the San Lor-
enzo treaty would divide the kindly feelings of the United States,
and partly nullify the Jay treaty. But before the treaty of San
Lorenzo could be ratified, France agreed to alliance with Spain
without insisting on the cession of Louisiana, and the United
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States was thrown into an attitude of possible hostility to Spain
because of strained relations with France, Spain’s ally. There are
various theories to explain the political events of this period, but
a wise observation is that which Thomas Power wrote later to
James Wilkinson: “The crazy, tortuous, vacillating politics of
our Court baffle the common rules of political prescience, and
even elude the grasp of our conjecture.” Governor Gayoso in
June, 1796, according to Major Stoddard (Sketches of Louisiana),
wrote to a confidential friend: “The object of Great Britain in
her treaty with the United States about this period, was to attach
them to her interests, and even render them dependent”upon her,
and therefore, the Spanish treaty of limits was made to counter-
balance it; but as Great Britain had totally failed in her object,
it was not the policy of Spain to regard her stipulations.” Mr.
Pickering, then secretary of state, laid stress upon the French
relations as the real cause of the Spanish attitude, writing, “The
true reason is doubtless developed by the Baron [de Carondelet]
in his proclamation of the 31st of May [1797]. The expectation
of an immediate rupture between France, the intimate ally of
Spain, and the United States.” Marbois, in his history of Louis-
iana, corroborates the accuracy of Pickering’s judgment.

The French renewed their intrigues in the Mississippi valley.
The English began investigation of the conditions for an invasion
from Canada a year before war was declared against that country
by Spain, in the fall of 1796. It evidently appeared to Godoy that
he had yielded the American demands to no purpose, and he deter-
mined to disregard the treaty, at least as long as surrender of the
posts would seem to invite invasion by the frontiersmen of Ken-
tucky and Tennessee, under the influence of such intrigue as the
Blount conspiracy.

See Henry Adams, U. S, I, 350-51.

Another important fact to be remembered is that before the
United States commissioner arrived at Natchez to survey the line
yielded by Spain, Governor Carondelet had an agent working in
Kentucky to secure the erection of a government in the west, in-
dependent of the United States and under the protection of Spain,
with the general in command of the United States army at the
head of it. As Carondelet had sent $10,000 with this proposition to
General Wilkinson, it is a reasonable inference that he desired to
know the results before surrendering the Spanish dream of do-
minion up to the Ohio, and east to the Alleghanies. Power had
been instructed to tell the Kentucky people regarding the treaty
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Ellicott came to fulfill, that “it may be confidently asserted, that
His Catholic Majesty will not carry the above mentioned treaty
into execution.” The Spanish agent did not return until late in
1797, or in January, 1798, with news that the Spanish cause
was hopeless. At that time Carondelet had gone to Quito and
was succeeded by Gayoso.

In his speech to the Fourth Congress, at its opening in Decem-
ber, 1796, President Washington said: “The treaty with Spain
required that the commissioners for running the boundary line
between the territory of the United States and His Catholic Ma-
jesty’s provinces of East and West Florida, should meet at the
Natchez, before the expiration of six months after the exchange
of ratifications, which was effected at Aranjuez on the 25th day of
April; and the troops of His Catholic Majesty occupying any posts
within the limits of the United States were, within the same pe-
riod, to be withdrawn. The commissioner of the United States,
therefore, commenced his journey for the Natchez in September;
and troops were ordered to occupy the posts from which the Span-
ish garrison should be withdrawn. Information has recently been
received of the appointment of a commissioner on the part of His
Catholic Majesty, for running the boundary line; but none of any
appointment for the adjustment of the claims of our citizens whose
vessels were captured by the armed vessels of Spain.”

On May 24, 1796, the President had appointed Andrew Ellicott,
of Philadelphia, commissioner for running the line, and Thomas"
Freeman, of the District of Columbia, as surveyor. Ellicott was
considered to be the ablest man in the United States for this work,
since the death of Thomas Hutchins. He did not leave Philadelphia
until September 16, 1796, possibly because of the unprecedented low
water in the Ohio river. He could not get away from Pittsburg un-
til October 24, when he was accompanied by a party of woodsmen
and a military escort of twenty-five men of the Second United States
infantry, under Lieut. John McClary, of a New Hampshire
family of Revolutionary officers. The expedition started out with
four boats, one of them the special boat used by General Wilkin-
son, Practically the six months had expired.before Ellicott was
able to start from Pittsburg. Day after day they had to stop to
repair the boats, damaged by dragging them through the shoals.
When he reached Cincinnati, a month later, he was told that no
other boats had come down from Pittsburg since the preceding
August, and the season was then so far advanced that no others
could be reasonably expected. ‘“Our success,” Ellicott wrote in
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his journal, “was owing to the number of people we had with us,
and whose quiet submission to unusual hardship does them great
credit.” December 18 they reached the mouth of the Ohio. Lieu-
tenant Taylor was then at New Madrid, where he had taken a
letter from General Wayne, who wrote from Détroit, October 19,
regarding the execution of the treaty. Colonel DeLassus, the
commandant, wrote his reply, on the same day that Ellicott
reached the mouth of the Ohio, that he was advised to permit the
commissioner and his guard to go down, but the posts could not
be evacuated until the season of high waters, and the troops sent
to Fort Massac for that purpose should be accordingly delayed,
“on account of the river being so remarkably low as to render its
navigation very dangerous.” It does not appear that Ellicott had
any information of this. Three days later both rivers were
filled with ice. The store boat, following, was caught in the ice
packs, run to land at the mouth of the Wabash, and the stores un-
loaded. As the party waited at the confluence of the great rivers,
they were joined by Philip Nolan, who had some boats in the ice
at Fort Massac, on the Illinois side below the mouth of the Ten-
nessee river. He agreed to accompany Ellicott and gave him in-
formation “relative to the situations, and characters, of the prin-
cipal inhabitants of Natchez.” Nolan was the confidential agent
of General Wilkinson, but Ellicott did not know it, it appears.
The boats were collected as the ice went out, and the party
started again February 1st. Immediately, on going down the Mis-
sissippi, they were made aware of Spanish opposition. The first
day out they arrived at the station of a Spanish galley. Thel com-
mandant was very polite, but informed Ellicott it would be proper
to remain at his station till next morning. Next day, reaching the
Spanish post at New Madrid, they were greeted with a salute of
artillery, and entertained with great courtesy, but the command-
ant requested Ellicott to remain two or three days, and finally
divulged that his order from Governor Carondelet, dated in the
previous November, was to detain the Americans till the posts were
evacuated, which could not be effected until the water should rise.
Ellicott argued that the order could not apply to him, for he had
nothing to do with the posts, besides, to detain him would be in
violation of the treaty. The commandant yielded to the argument,
that now, at least, the waters had risen, and gave his departing
guests another salvo of artillery, after detaining them two days,
and probably getting off an express to the lower posts. Chickasaw
bluffs was reached February 8. Here the Spanish commandant
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was polite, but “somewhat embarrassed.” He inquired if the of-
ficer at New Madrid had not received despatches lately from the
governor-general ; ordered the military escort to land on the other
side of Wolf creek from the fort, and brought two armed galleys
into that stream, separating Ellicott and his troops. Nolan scented
danger and advised the astronomer to hide his suspicions and de-
pend on him for information, “but the utmost caution will be neces-
sary, both for your success and my own safety.” Leaving there on
the 10th, they were brought to and detained an hour on ‘the 15th
by Colonel Howard, an Irish officer in the Spanish service, com-
manding two armed galleys. It was, of course, concealed from
Ellicott that Howard was on his way to St. Louis to strengthen
the fortifications, and that the Spaniards were preparing to guard
the river by armed galleys against a British invasion they feared
from Canada. They were doubtless ready to believe Ellicott him-
self was a forerunner of this dreaded invasion. Their own policy
was such that they would imagine treachery everywhere, and in
fact, it was made known to the world, in a few weeks after this,
that Senator Blount, of Tennessee, former governor and Indian
agent, was implicated at this time in a conspiracy to capture Nat-
chez, aided by British forces. '

At Walnut Hills, the most important military station yet
reached, Ellicott’s boats were greeted, not with a salute, but a dis-
charge of artillery aimed to bring them to, though they were mak-
ing for the landing with as much expedition as possible. The com-
mandant here played the game of ignorance; had never heard of
such a treaty, and read the copy that Ellicott furnished him with
apparent interest. Ellicott had hardly left here on the 22d, when
a canoe from the fort overtook him, with a message from Governor
Gayoso, at Natchez, which had been sent up by land. Gayoso
wrote that he had been informed by “some gentlemen that left you
at the mouth of the Ohio,” that he was approaching, attended by a
military guard and some woodsmen; he was pleased at the oppcr-
tunity to meet him, but—“Though I do not conceive that the least
difficulty will arise respecting the execution of the part of the
treaty in which you are an acting person, yet as we are not pre-
pared to evacuate the posts immediately for want of the vessels
that I expect will arrive soon, I find it indispensable to request
you to leave the troops above the mouth of Bayou Pierre, where
they may be provided with all their necessaries, which you can
regulate on your arrival here. By this means every unforeseen
misunderstanding will be prevented between His Majesty’s troops
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grants of land were made near Natchez and on the Yazoo ostensi-
bly for the cultivation of tobacco and indigo; but although some
‘large plantations with extensive improvements’ were established
near the former place, it does not appear that anything beyond the
spoils of the chase, or the peltries procured by traffic with the In-
dian tribes, was exported from the country.” When the colonists
came in fifty years later, under the West Florida government, agri-
culture was really begun. “Indian corn, wheat, oats, rye, rice and
potatoes, cotton flax, tobacco and indigo, were almost universally
cultivated, but rarely if at all for exportation.” The scarcity
and high price of iron, and the want of such agricultural imple-
ments as are now known, were characteristic of this period. Cut
nails were not yet invented, and wrought iron nails cost a dollar
a pound. Tools and all implements were very high priced, owing
to freights. ‘“The voyage from New Orleans to Natchez, made by
keel-boats and barges, required several weeks.” A set of plough
irons were of great value. Wagon wheels were made of transverse
sections of logs, and wagon framework was made of cane. Flax
was raised for shoe thread and such uses, and in some families
linen was made. The black or naked seed variety of cotton was
raised from the earliest occupancy by the English. The seeds were
picked out by hand, or separated by a small roller gin. The cotton
was spun and woven at home, and dyed with indigo and wild
plants, to make the clothing of the colony. Rice was an important
article of diet, because of the want of flour, and for the same rea-
son the planters put up with bread made from Indian corn, pound-
ing the grain as the Indians did, in wooden mortars.

In 1797, the staple commodity of the Natchez district was cot-
ton (q. v.), “which the country produces in great abundance and
of a good quality.” The making of indigo (q. v.) and raising to-
bacco (q. v.) were carried on with spirit some years ago; but they
have both given way to the cultivation of cotton. The country
produces maize, or Indian corn, equal, if not superior to any part
of the United States; the time of planting it is from the beginning
of March until the beginning of July. The cotton is generally
planted in the latter end of February and the beginning of March.
Rye has been attempted in some parts and raised with success;
but wheat has not yet succeeded. Apples and cherries are scarce.
but peaches, plums and figs are very abundant. The vegetables of
the middle states generally succeed there. .The sugar cane has
been attempted in the southern part of the district, near the boun-
dary; I have not heard with what success; but from Point Coupie,
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down to the gulf of Mexico, it answers at present better than any
other article; and sugar has within a few years past become the
staple commodity of that part of the Mississippi. A variety of
oranges, both sweet and sour, with lemons, are in great plenty on
that part of the river. . . . Many of the planters are indus-
trious and enjoy life not only in plenty but afluence, and generally
possess the virtue of hospitality, which never fails to impress the
stranger and traveler with a favorable opinion of the country and

its inhabitants. . . . The horses are tolerably good .
many of them have been taken wild on the west side of the Mis-
sissippi. . . . I found the cattle in the settlement of Natchez

but little inferior in size to those of the middle states. They are
extremely numerous, and it is not uncommon for the wealthy
planters to possess from one to two hundred head, and sometimes
more. The cows yield much less and poorer milk than those of
the northern states. . . . The mutton of the country is well
tasted. . . . The hogs are but little, if anything inferior to
those of any part of the United States.” (Ellicott’s Journal.)
According to the census of 1850, there were about 3,500,000 acres
of the State, about one-third its area, improved. The cash value
of farms was estimated at $55,000,000. The cotton crop was 485,-
000 bales of 400 pounds; Indian corn, 22,500,000 bushels; sweet
potatoes, 4,750,000 bushels; wheat, 138,000 bushels; oats, 1,500,000
bushels; rice, 2,720,000 pounds; value of live stock, $19,400,000.
Hilgard discussed the soils of the State exhaustively in his great
report of 1860, also described the almost universal custom of rob-
bing the soil. He said that when he suggested to planters to haul
to their fields some near-by marl, or apply the manures carelessly
wasted, they “would turn up their noses in contempt of such old-
fashioned commonplace advice, and perhaps remark that whenever
their cultivated land gave out there was plenty more to be had;
and as for manuring, it was too troublesome and would never
pay;” yet he would not attribute such sentiments to the majority
of the planters, or even to a large part of them. Still the sentiment,
and the policy of robbing the soil, regardless of the fate of the fol-
lowing generations, was prevalent. He said: “Even the present
generation is rife with complaints about the exhaustion of the
soils—in a region which, thirty years ago, had but just received
the first scratch of the plowshare. In some parts of the State, the
deserted homesteads and fields of broom-sedge, lone groves of
peach and China trees by the roadside, amid a young growth of
forest trees, might well remind the traveller of the descriptions
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given of the aspect of Europe after the Thirty Years’ war. . . .
Even now, the rich prairies, the garden spots of Mississippi, are
giving out under the operation of the same pernicious system;
lands which, six years ago, could have been bought at $30 per acre,
are now offered at $6. The capital of the agriculturist is the fer-
tility of the soil, of which he ought to use the interest, but with-
out seriously diminishing the principal.” Of rotation of crops, he
said: “In the South the one great object is, or has been, to raise
the one staple, cotton. Of late years, the disadvantage of import-
ing all our provisions from other States having become too mani-
fest, corn has been planted more plentifully. Field peas, oats,
sweet potatoes and some wheat, completed the list of crops. There
was no rotation attempted except between cotton and corn. Cot-
ton as a crop, when nothing but the lint is actually exported, is
one of the least exhausing crops known.” The great remedy for
soil exhaustion, said Dr. Hilgard, was to restore the seed and stalks
to the soil. “We cannot afford to feed cotton-seed to our cattle,
unless we keep them at home, and manure the cotton fields. We
cannot afford to sell our cotton-seed to the oil-manufacturer, un-
less we take back at least the oil cake, and if possible the hull also.
Yet it was a common practice with planters in the Mississippi bot-
tom to dump the seed in the bayous.” A later authority, after the
establishment of oil mills, says: “A ton of cotton-seed meal is
considered as valuable as at least three tons of the seed for fer-
tilizing. If farmers simply have the oil pressed out of their
seed, the establishment of oil mills will increase their profits; but
if they part with the meal, and do not apply it as a fertilizer, the
mills will do a great harm rather than a benefit.”

“While it is a matter of the last importance that we should avail
ourselves to the fullest extent, of such stable manure as a sound
policy will enable us to obtain as a collateral product, the doctrine
of cattle raising for the sake of the manure is based upon a fallacy;
and a consistent adherence to it will slowly, but inevitably lead to
bankruptcy of any agricultural community,” was another observa-
tion of Hilgard’s.

In an address before the Agricultural and Mechanical associa-
tion of Carroll and Choctaw counties in the fall of 1870, Col. L. Q.
C. Lamar said the emancipation of the slaves had revolutionized
Southern farming. It had converted what before was capital into
a never-failing and clamorous claimant for profits. The planter
must therefore capitalize his own manhood and intelligence. This
he could do in three principal ways: by diversification and rota-
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tion of crops, by the use of labor-saving machinery, and by the
higher cultivation of a few acres. By diversifying crops a most
appalling waste of values would be prevented.

Governor Alcorn made an investigation of six counties in 1870,
and found that comparing 1870 with 1860, there was a decrease in
cotton production of 63 per cent, a similar reduction in corn and
swine, and 70 per cent in the value of lands. But the basis of
wealth remained, and the restoration to be effected was “mainly
in the establishment of order and the elevation of labor.” In the
same counties the amount of wages paid out for the crop of 1869
was $1,355,203, from which he estimated the annual wages of the
State at eleven or twelve millions.

By the census of 1860, Mississippi was shown to be the thirteenth
State in the value of lands, and the eighth in per capita wealth.
In 1870, she was the eighteenth State in population and forty-sixth
in per capita wealth, one of the territories being the only political
division reporting a lower per capita wealth. The main factor in
the change was the transfer of the negro population, which exceeds
the white, from the category of property to that of persons counted °
in estimating the per capita wealth,

In 1870 the census put the cash value of farms at $81,716,000; of
implements and machinery, $4,450,000; number of acres improved,
4,200,000. The cotton crop was 565,000 bales; Indian corn, 15,-
637,000 bushels; sweet potatoes, 1,743,432 bushels; oats, 414,000
bushels; rice, 374,627 pounds; value of live stock, $29,940,000; value
of all farm products, $73,000,000. From that first “after the war”
estimate agriculture has grown to its present dimensions, as shown
by the census of 1900.

But these possibilities were for a long time obscured by the at-
tractiveness of cotton as a cash crop. One of the Indiana experi-
menters in 1875 wrote: “You could not induce a negro to raise
grass. The idea of raising grass would be to him simply ridiculous.
He has been all his life trained to exterminate it, and nineteen-
twentieths of the whites never raised it.” This man, after experi-
menting two years, declared that there was no reason why clover
should not be grown, if it were given a fair trial. But some of the
theories of newcomers were modified by experience.

“Truck farming was begun in Copiah county in 1874. Rev. J.
W. McNeill and Mr. Stackhouse were pioneers at Crystal Springs.
About 1870, Mr. Cassel,. of Canton, began advancements in horti-
culture, and in 1872 the McKay brothers, Dr. H. E., John and W.
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T., began the present extensive strawberry culture.” (Mem. of
Miss., II, 117.)

In 1877 the growing of fruit in the neighborhood of Crystal
Springs had assumed such dimensions that a convention of fruit
growers and railroad officials was held at that place for mutual
benefit.

Major S. A. Jonas wrote of the New Orleans exposition in 1885:
“Mississippi’s splendid exhibit of hay, the largest and most com-
prehensive at the exposition, was a revelation to visitors at the
North and West, as well as to thousands of her own people.

the specimens presented consisted of fifty-two commercial bales,
including timothy, japanese clover, water grass, wild millet, white
clover, red clover, burr clover, crab grass, boar grass, bermuda
grass, chicken corn, red top, pea-vine, milo maize, velvet grass,
rice straw and sassafras, all of the best quality. In addition to the
bales, the grasses came from all the counties in sheaves and bun-
dles, including a large quantity of red clover from Washington
county in the Mississippi bottom, between four and five feet high,
" and incomparably the finest clover exhibit at the exposition.
Among the most prominent exhibitors were Capt. J. W. Howard,
of Monroe county, and Mr. Dunbar Hunt, of Jefferson. The
former, from his 1,100 acre grass farm in the prairie, which in-
cludes 125 acres in red clover, sent eleven varieties of hay in bales,
while Mr. Hunt, from his Mississippi river farm, contributed seven
bales, and both these gentlemen sent as fine timothy hay as the
county can boast.” Robt. Brown, of Monroe county, exhibited
Japanese clover seed.

In a community built up like that of Mississippi there are two
classes, the land owners and the land workers, the latter being
known as “labor.” In all parts of the United States there are the
farmer proper and the hands, but only in the States formerly per-
mitting slavery is there such a broad distinction. Says A. B. Hurt,
in his report on Mississippi to the department of agriculture, 1883:
“Frequent attempts have been made to introduce labor from
abroad, especially from the European countries. But little suc-
cess has attended these efforts. . . . The difficulty was not "’
one of climate as has been erroneously supposed.”

Mr. Hurt continues: “Ever since the emancipation of the slaves,
this great question has been anxiously and seriously considered
by the planters of Mississippi.” Of the negroes: “Left to them-
selves, and free from the influences of designing politicians, it is
but just to say that they afford perhaps the best class of laborers
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for the large cotton fields, especially in the Yazoo delta. Many
planters, indeed, consider negro labor the only kind suited to the
existing methods of cotton culture, with which long experience
has made them familiar. . . . Of course, there is no difficulty
of this kind in the way of native white labor, as more than one-
third of the cotton product of the State is the result of white
labor.” _

There are three relations between the landowner and worker:
the wages system, the share system and the renting system. “As
a general thing the colored people are averse to working for wages,
preferring a semi-proprietorship or partnership in the products of
their labor. . . . The share system, originating soon after the
war, is quite extensively adopted throughout the State. It is, how-
ever, considered by many objectionable, as under its operation the
1ands are allowed to deteriorate in value, the laborer caring little
tor their preservation and for future results. To this system, per-
haps more than to anything else, may be attributed the slovenly
and unremunerative methods of agriculture sometimes met with
in this State. When the share system is adopted the landowner
furnishes, besides the land, quarters, wood privileges, farming im-
plements, stock and feed, as an offset to the labor of the tenant.
At harvest time the crops are divided on the basis agreed upon
at the beginning of the year, which is in most cases one-half. Un-
der the renting system the farms are rented for a specified amount
in money or cotton, the tenants making their own terms for sup-
plies and assuming all risk. The rent on the rich bottom lands of
the State is sometimes as high as $8 and $10 per acre. The aver-
age there is about $6.50 per acre (1883).

According to the census of 1900, Mississippi had 220,803 farms,
of which the owners operated 82,021; owners and tenants, 609:
managers, 930, and tenants, 137,852. Indiana, for comparison, with
about the same number of ‘farms, had 156,000 operated by owners
and 63,000 by tenants. In Mississippi, 128,679 farms of all kinds
were operated by negroes, and 92,124 by whites. In the South in
general, one-half the cotton farms are operated by colored people.

Agriculture under any system was, however, for many years
after the war, embarrassed by a wasteful and burdensome credit
system. The planter, with cotton selling at high prices, gave him-
self up wholly to that product, to the neglect of everything else.
“The farmer’s smokehouse, corn-crib, haystack and almost his
vegetable garden were in the Northwest. The profits of manufac-
turing his cotton were realized in the East or in Europe,” and the
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farmer mortgaged his crop in advance to middlemen, to pay living
expenses. With greater cotton crops the price declined; the soil
became impoverished; the burden of debts increased, and the
planters persevered, hoping each year for a bigger crop next year.
They attempted to survive, paying 89 cents to $1 a bushel for corn,
also buying bacon and hay, of course paying unnatural prices un-
der such an unnatural system.

Out of the system of farming on credit grew the agricultural
lien law, which authorized and regulated the borrowing of money
or store credit on a crop that had not yet been planted. The lien
law had its origin in an act for the encouragement of agriculture,
approved by Governor Humphreys, February 18, 1867. “It made
debts incurred for the making of crops a prior lien on the same;
advances of the landowner to the laborer or lessee a lien on the
share of the laborer; liens to be enforced by a bill in chancery,
with sequestration; mortgages permitted on crops fifteen months
in advance; crops not to be levied upon until gathered.” Of this
law Governor Alcorn said it was a remnant of the credit system,
that induced extravagance and extortion alike. “In either aspect,
it is an excrescence on the present order of things.” The repeal of
such laws would release the planter from an old incubus and put
agriculture on a footing of solvency and independence. But with
various modifications, ‘“this law was preserved in the codes of 1871
and 1880. By 1890 the remedy- had been much simplified, to a
summary seizure on affidavit and warrant; litigation being trans-
ferred to the law courts from chancery.” (Mayes.)

In 1883 it was estimated that it would require about one-fifth
of the entire cotton crop to cancel the agricultural liens on record,
which was greater than the profit that could be expected from the
investment in cotton planting. About one-half of these liens were
thought to be due to money lenders. In the last few years condi-
tions have been greatly changed, by higher prices for cotton, and
at the same time a movement has begun ‘for cooperation among
cotton growers to hold their cotton for the best prices that the
actual conditions of the crop warrant. '

According to the census of 1900, the Mississippi acreage im-
proved was 3,844,667, or 31 per cent, which is less than any other
agricultural State. The value of land and improvements was put
at nearly $60,000,000; of buildings, $25,500,000; of implements and
machinery, $6,000,000; of live stock, $26,000,000. The total, $117,-
733,593, is the lowest of any South Central state, Alabama being
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next. The total value of products was $50,500,000. Paid for labor,
$2,500,000.

The great commonwealths of the United States are the hay
states, and, although climate interferes with the successful growth
of grasses familiar to northern latitudes, Mississippi has possibili-
ties in this respect. Best of the grasses in Mississippi appears to
be the Bermuda, introduced early in the history of the territory.
Though so much an alien as to be unable to produce its seed, it
propagates with all sufficient rapidity by runners, and produces,
as Wailes wrote in 1854, “an almost incredible quantity of delicate
nutritious hay.” The Japan clover is a strong rival. It was first
noticed in Hinds county about 1878, and several years earlier in
other parts of the State, and spreads with marvelous rapidity. As
a hay for winter feed, many farmers consider it incomparable. The
well-known crab-grass also makes an excellent hay. Besides these,
there are possibly over a hundred native grasses, some of which
might be capable of great development. Dr. D. L. Phares, of the
A. & M. college, is an eminent authority and author of “The
Farmer’s Book of Grasses.” Prof. John A. Myers, State chemist,
wrote in 1883: “Just after the close of the war the price of cotton
ran so high that it dazed the farming community so completely
that they parted with all their stock and went to raising cotton.
We venture the assertion, however, that there is scarcely a State
in the Union that has superior natural facilities for this pursuit
than Mississippi. The question is often asked, Is there any forage
in Mississippi for cattle? We answer, Yes, abundance of it; and
if the farmers would only let the grasses grow instead of trying
to kill them, Mississippi would in a few years become one of the
most important grazing States in the Union.” (See Fairs, State.)

Agricultural College, a post-village on the Columbus branch of
the Mobile & Ohio R. R. about a mile southeast of Starkville.
This is the seat of the State Agricultural and Mechanical College
(q. v.).

qu-ncultural and Mechanical College. The act of Congress do-
nating public lands to the several States and territories which may
provide colleges for the benefit of agriculture and the mechanic
arts, approved July 2, 1862, granted to each State an area of land
equal to 30,000 acres for each member of its representation in Con-
gress under the census of 1860. States were required to express
their acceptance within two years, but the time was extended two
years later to July 2. 1866, and then extended again until July 2,
1867. In October, 1866, before a special session of the legislature,

41
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Governor Humphreys “earnestly recommended” that the grant
be accepted and laws passed to take advantage of it. The legisla-
ture acted accordingly. But there was some politics involved, the
relation of the State to the Union being a political issue. Gover-
nor Humphreys plainly intimated that he meant the transaction
to show that Mississippi was no longer “an insurrectionary State.”
He reported in his message of January 24, 1867, that he had re-
ceived no reply to his communication to the Land office at Wash-
ington, and understood that the issue of scrip to the Southern
States had been suspended. The land scrip was issued, covering
an area of 210,000 acres, while General Alcorn was governor, in
1871, from the sale of which the receipts were $175,000, which was
invested in Mississippi State bonds, of the face value of $190,000,
for the benefit of agricultural departments to be added to the Ox-
ford and Alcorn universities. Part of the scrip was burned in the
great Chicago fire, and reissued by the Land office. $30,000 was
advanced for the purchase of Oakland college for the Alcorn uni-
versity. These bonds were due January 1, 1896, to the amount
of $212,150.

An agricultural department of the University of Mississippi was
organized in 1872, to be supported by State appropriations in addi-
tion to the Congressional endowment. The faculty of the depart-
ment at Oxford was composed of the Chancellor Dr. John N. Wad-
dell, Prof. C. W, Sears, Prof. L. C. Garland, Dr. George Little, Dr.
E. W. Hilgard and Dr. J. A. Lyon, together with a number of ad-
junct professors. But in spite of “a strong and distinguished fac-
ulty, an excellent course of study, a farm well and conveniently
located, and in every way adapted to the purposes of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Horticulture and Botany, this school of agri-
culture and mechanic arts under the surroundings and environ-
ments of the University was not popular or attractive to students,
consequently, comparatively few registered for work in that col-
lege, and during the six years of its existence in connection with
the University, no evidence is found that a single student took the
entire course or that a single graduate was turned out. After 1876,
for lack of funds to properly equip the farm it was abandoned.
(Miss. A. & M. Coll.,, White.)

A determined effort was made by the farmers, and particularly
by the State Grange, toward the establishment of an agricultural
college. The Agricultural and Mechanical college was founded
by an act of legislature approved February 28, 1878. The board
of trustees, appointed under the act, were delayed by the yellow
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fever epidemic, and did not make the location until the following
winter, at Starkville, where the citizens donated $9,000. The
board purchased 350 acres for $2,450, and work was begun in July,
1879, on the first building, expected to cost $16,000. The expense
so far was met by the Starkville donation, and the interest paid by
the State on the bonds belonging to the fund. The legislature had
appropriated for the new college a sum equal to that theretofore
appropriated for Alcorn university, but had appropriated it out of
the principal of the fund, which was unavailable, under the terms
of the donation by Congress.

In 1884, Governor Lowry reported: “The college has received
from the State in the aggregate $205,000.” This and the local do-
nation, the land fund interest and the sale of $15,000 bonds under
an act of 1882, supported the institution for three years. In 1880,
Gen. Stephen D. Lee was elected president. His administration
lasted until 1899, and the institution owes a very great proportion
of its success and prosperity to his remarkable executive ability
and powerful influence.

Ex-Governor John M. Stone succeeded General Lee, but died
after only eleven months of service. He was followed by J. C.
Hardy, A. M., the present head of the institution.

Its trustees have been men of high standing, who have taken
great interest in the welfare of the college, some of them having
been members of the board for many years. Col. W. B. Montgom-
ery, one of the original trustees, remained on the board until 1904.
Maj. T. C. Dockery was one of the original members and has
served ever since, and Col. H. M. Street was a trustee for more
than twenty years. The board in 1905 was Frank L. Hogan,
T. C. Dockery, J. C. Bradford, James T. Harrison, T. L. Wain-
right, W. C. George, A. T. Dent, James W. Norment, W. A. Dick-
son, and the State superintendent.

In organizing the new college, the Michigan agricultural col-
lege was studied especially, and a committee of the trustees was
sent to Michigan for that purpose. Two of the members of the first
faculty were from Michigan, but the best methods of all the agri-
cultural colleges have been incorporated into the Mississippi col-
lege organization. The number of its students and the value of
its property have increased rapidly. The enrollment of students
for its first session was 354. Its present enrollment is over 700.
In 1883, the college property was valued at $174,857; in 1905 it was
appraised at $662,000. In 1882, women were admitted to the col-
lege, but there is no provision made for their living at the col-
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importance, as it gives the farmers the benefit of the best results
being accomplished, the world over, in their special branches.

For the support of this institution, Congress donated another
section of land in 1894, which was sold for $141,532 by the State,
which pays 6 per cent annual interest thereon to the college.

The textile school, urged by Govs. McLaurin and Longino, was
established in the administration of the latter.

The State appropriations for the four years, 1900-03, were $338,-
000, more than half of which was expended on the textile building,
the infirmary, the scientific, agricultural and horticultural building,
and other permanent improvements.

A branch experimental station was established at McNeil, Pearl
River county, in 1900, the results of which have been published in
bulletins. In 1904 the legislature made a small appropriation for
another branch station in the brown-loam region of northwest Mis-
sissippi, and another in the Yazoo delta. A donation of land was
accepted near Holly Springs for the northwestern station, and the
people of Washington county raised a fund of $15,000 and purchased
200 acres at Stoneville, near Greenville, for the Delta station. which
was accepted. These stations were begun in 1906.

The practical working boys’ course was organized four years
ago to meet the needs of boys unable to raise the $40 or $50 nec-
essary to enter a regular course. The legislature appropriated
$3,000 for quarters for such students in 1904. Negro labor has been
discarded entirely in three of the departments, and it is the intention
to discard it altogether, so that white boys willing to work their way
through may not be shut out. Work is not a specialty, however;
four-fifths of the boys help themselves in this way, and those who
are most independent are the most popular. W. C. George, who
founded the J. Z. George scholarship, in 1897, with an income of
$250 a year, discontinued it as a prize, and the money is loaned to
deserving students. Another loan fund has been begun.

The military department is of great value to the State. Through
it seven hundred boys are trained in personal cleanliness and physi-
cal exercise, and prepared for intelligent military service in case of
need. The preparatory department is invaluable. Under the man-
agement of Professor Garner, it is especially devoted to the help
of the boy without financial endowment. The library now includes
over 10,000 volumes.

The department of industrial pedagogy was established in 1903,
in response to the suggestion of the State Teachers’ Association;
and has furnished superintendents to Okolona, Starkville, Durant,
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McComb City, Gulfport, Greenwood and many of the county and
high schools. The summer normal is part of this work, begun in
1905. The department of foreign languages, particularly for in-
struction in Spanish and German, was founded in 1904. The school
of agriculture has just been enlarged by adding the department of
animal industry, to promote the live stock business in the State,
and the department of agronomy, particularly for the improvement
of corn culture. The department of chemistry, under the direction
of Prof. W. F. Hand, is of great importance as bearing on the
analysis of soils, and co-operation with the geological department
in the geological survey, also through the fact that the head of the
department is State chemist and has charge of the analysis of fer-
tilizers. The college also had charge of the quarantine against the
boll weevil in the recent years, and the inoculation of cattle against
Texas fever.

Agricultural Organizations. The State Grange was organized
at Rienzi, Miss., March 15, 1872, and Gen. A. J. Vaughn elected as
the first master. W. L. Hemingway was his successor in 1874,
and Capt. Putnam Darden held the office from 1876 until his death
in 1888. His successor was Dr. J. B. Bailey, followed by S. L.
Wilson. A newspaper correspondent wrote from Terry, in 1874:
“So far as I can learn, the Grangers are doing a very good work
in disseminating information, and in the purchase of all goods at
reduced cost, paying cash instead of going on the old credit sys-
tem. Flour is $8 instead of $12 at this point and all other goods
in proportion. The planters complain that they must pay cash in
hand, and cannot as yet realize that the cash system will act as an
important factor in improving their condition.”

The Grange did a good work also in the encouragement of agri-
cultural colleges.

The Farmers’ Alliance gained great strength in the South and
West from 1888 to 1892. The Alliance was a secret order with grips
and passwords, and its object was to improve the condition of the
farmer. There was a period of great depression of agriculture in
Mississippi during a few years preceding the panic of 1893, and
the relief promised by the Alliance through its subtreasury project
caused it to secure a strong following throughout the State. A
subtreasury in each county was proposed, where the farmer could
deposit his cotton, corn, wheat and other products and secure an
advance of money on them from the government, which was to
hold them until prices advanced. This became the all absorbing
question of the day, and was the issue of the Mississippi congres-
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sional campaign of 1890. The contest in the seventh congressional
district, which had been represented for a number of years by Col.
Charles E. Hooker, is a memorable one. Maj. Ethelbert Barksdale,
who was a member of the Alliance, entered the field against Col.
Hooker. The farmers of the district, who had been depressed for
years, took hold of the new idea (of borrowing money from the
government on their products) in such vast numbers that it seemed
for a while that Barksdale would be elected. But Col. Hooker,
who not only had a splendid record, both in Congress and in the
army, but was an orator of great power and popularity, met the is-
sue and won the fight.

In 1890 the Farmers’ Alliance, meeting at Starkville, adopted a
memorial to the Constitutional convention, prepared by Gen.
Stephen D. Lee, chairman of committee, recommending elective
judiciary and railroad commissioners, four years’ term of office for
governor, auditor and treasurer, without reélection, protection
against trusts and combines, State support of four months school,
taxation of corporations, etc., and their recommendations were of
influence in determining the character of the present constitution.

At the opening of the campaign of 1892 the Alliance was very
strong and it resolved to contest the seat of Senator J. Z. George,
who refused to support the subtreasury scheme. Maj. Barksdale,
who was his opponent, was a strong man, and the contest was one
of the hottest in the history of the State. The candidates met in
joint debates at several places and were greeted by immense crowds.
George, in his rugged, fearless manner, attacked the subtreasury
proposition, declaring that it involved an undertaking which was
beyond the functions of the government. He demoralized his op-
ponents and won the fight. Most of the Alliance men of Mississippi
continued to hold their allegiance to the Democratic party. Their
object was to get control of the party organization. When the
Populist party, which grew out of the Alliance, was organized
for the campaign of 1892, comparatively few of them joined it.

The Agricultural Wheel was a secret organization of farmers
that preceded the Alliance. It became very formidable, but was
merged into the Alliance.

The State Horticultural Society was organized at Jackson, Jan-
uary 25, 1883. It has been a great factor in the development of the
State.

The Mississippi Valley Cotton Planters’ Association was organ-
ized in 1879 for the promotion of diversity of crops, the breeding of
livestock, the encouragement of immigration, etc. About 1885 the
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Southern Cotton Growers’ Association met at Jackson, and a State
organization was formed with W. W. Stone as president. Subse-
quently Alfred George became State president, and Col. F. L. Max-
well, of Mound Lea, president of the Southern association. When
the Southern association met at Vicksburg, John A. Redhead, of
Centerville, was made State president. More recently the South-
ern Cotton Association has been prominent, working to restrict the
output of cotton, encourage the diversification of crops, and stim-
ulate the agricultural producer to take .some action to protect the
price of his product.

Of the State division of the Southern Cotton Association, Walter
Clark is now (1905) president and Dr. Will H. Woods secretary. An
advisory committee was called to meet at Jackson, December 19,
1905, to prepare plans for a more thorough organization, as follows:

~ Chas. Scott, Rosedale, chairman; P. M. Harding, Vicksburg;
W. B. Potts, Kosciusko; J. J. White, McComb City; R. W. Mill-
saps, Jackson; J. C. Hardy, Starkville; A. S. Boseman, Meridian;
Jeff Truly, Jackson : Stone Deavours, Laurel ; James Stone, Oxford ;
Alex Henderson, Greenwood ; J. T. Jones, Gulfport; Will McGrath,
Brookhaven; H. L. McKee, Meridian; James Eaton, Taylorsville;
Capt. C. B. Vance, Batesville; W. H. Herrin, Robinson; E. L.
Anderson, Clarksdale; Walter Price, Macon; Alfred Stone, Green-
ville; D. W. Miller, Waterford.

Aiken, a postoffice of Claiborne county, on the Mississippi river,
about eight miles northwest of Port Gibson, the county seat.

Airey, a post-hamlet in the central part of Harrison county, four
miles east of Saucier, a station on the Gulf & Ship Island R. R,,
and 20 miles north of Gulfport, the county seat. Population in
1900, 100.

Airmount, a post-hamlet in the eastern part of Yalobusha
county, 10 miles east of Coffeeville, the county seat and the near-
est railroad and banking town. Population in 1900, 56.

Alabamo Battle, 1641. De Soto and his Spaniards left Chicacilla
(q. v.), in Pontotoc county, April 26th, 1541, and took up his march
in search of the wealthy province of his dreams. On Thursday
they came to a savanna and found their way barred by a force of
Indians under the command of Alabamo, or Alimamu, or Limamu
(1), who had constructed a very strong fort of palisades, which was
located on the bank of a small river, near a ford. The Spaniards
stormed and carried this fort at the cost of seven or eight lives,
and twenty-five or six wounded, and the Indians were driven across
the river. This fort and ford are believed to have been on the
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Tallahatchie river, possibly in the neighborhood of New Albany,
in Union county.

According to Prof. T. H. Lewis, the word “Alibamo” was
the name of a chief and a town (known otherwise as Taliepatica)
located one day’s journey north of Chicacilla. There is no connec-
~ tion with the tribe of the same name, located on the upper waters
of the Alabama river.

Alamutcha, an old town of Lauderdale county which was
originally an Indian village It was located in the eastern part of
the county not far from the present town of Kewanee. It has been
extinct for more than half a century and is now but a dim memory.

Alberson. This is an early settlement on the southern boundary
of Tippah county, in which is now Union county. (q. v.) The
present town of New Albany is located a short distance to the
south. In its early days, we are told that it carried on a thriving
trade with the Indians, especially in whiskey. The settlement
survived until about the middle ’40s, when its business and popu-
lation went to the new town of New Albany. There is now no
trace left of the old settlement and none of its former residents
survive.

Albin, a post-hamlet of Tallahatchie county, on the Southern
railway, about 18 miles west of Charleston, the county seat.

Alcorn A. & M. College. In 1870 it was the disposition of the
legislature to create a university for negroes, to be maintained at
equal expense with the institution at Oxford. This was discour-
aged by Governor Alcorn. When it became certain, he suggested
that it need not be set apart formally. The popular feeling recog-
nized in the creation of separate schools would be sufficient. “No
legal barriers erected unnecessarily in either case, we may allow
distinctions of race to run their course in their character of social
sentiments; and thus permit an honorable rivalry in intellectual
acquirements to grow up amongst the two sets of our population,
with free play for its operation in moderating all those forces of
repulsion which may be held to originate in prejudice rather than
in fact.” The institution was named, in the act of incorporation,
May 13, 1871, “Alcorn University of Mississippi.” Fifty thousand
dollars was appropriated, annually, for ten years, for its mainte-
nance, and at the same time $50,000 a year was likewise appro-
priated to the University at Oxford. Governor Powers wrote in
January, 1872, that the university “has a name, but is without
a local habitation.” The property of Oakland college, in Claiborne
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county, including ample brick buildings, and 240 acres of land, was
purchased for $40,000.

Hiram R. Revels became the first president. The institution was
opened for students, February 7, 1872. An agricultural department
was added in 1872, to be supported by the State and Congressional
fund. (See A. & M. College.)

By act of 1871 three-fifths of the endowment fund was appro-
priated to Alcorn university.

Revels was removed by Governor Ames in 1874, and about sixty
of the students left with him. On account of the condition of the
school the legislature of 1875 vacated all the offices and professor-
ships, and authorized the governor to reconstruct the institution.
The new president failed to maintain order and when the legis-
lature of 1876 met, the institution was almost a wreck, physically
and as a school. Governor Stone appointed a board of trustees
and called Revels back to the presidency, “feeling confident
that he, above all others, could place the university upon a prosper-
ous footing. The governor spoke hopefully in 1877 of its promise
to become a first class university for the negroes of Mississippi.
The normal school was its most useful department.

In 1878, it was reorganized and became the Alcorn Agricultural
and Mechanical College. The legislature divided the fund, obtained
from the sale of lands granted by Congress, between this college
and the State A. & M. College at Starkville. Since 1900 the
Morrill fund has been apportioned between the colleges according
to the ratio of the two races in the State. This fund has been
supplemented by generous appropriations of the legislature. The
college commenced with 117 students. In the year 1902-3 there
were 534 and a large number of applicants were turned away on ac-
count of lack of accommodations. Girls were admitted to the col-
lege in 1902 and 500 girls applied immediately.

Governor Lowry wrote in 1884: “There have been but three
graduates since the college was founded. The college is practically
a normal school for the education of colored teachers, though agri-
culture is taught with some success, except that few students ever
engage seriously in farming.” _

In 1882, Prof. J. H. Burrus was made president and while he
held office the college was reorganized. He was succeeded after
ten years of service by Prof. W. H. Reynolds, who died three
months later. The next President was Prof. T. J. Calloway.

The president was shot by an assassin in Christmas week, 1897.
The secretary and treasurer of the college was charged with the
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crime and put under arrest. E. H. Triplett was the next head,

. succeeded in 1899 by W. H. Lanier. The permanent endowment
was increased in 1898 by a township of public land, the proceeds
of which are a debt of the State. The institution shared in the lib-
eral appropriations of 1900 and 1902 to the amount of $129,000, and
several new buildings were erected.

The president in 1905 was L. J. Rowan ; trustees—S, P. Bloom, J.
T. Savage, E. N. Scudder, James McClure, Garrard Harris, A. A.
Kincannon, H. E. Blakeslee, J. G. Spencer, W. H. Hardy, and the
State superintendent.

Industrial training is one of the main objects sought to be at-
tained, at this institution. Laboratory, shop and field work are
quite as important in the curriculum as lectures. Student labor is
required to some extent and extra labor during spare hours is paid
for by the hour. There are three main departments; the college
course of four years, the preparatory course of two years, and the
graded course of three years. The following are the departments
of study: English, Latin, mathematics, the industrial departments,
including agriculture, carpentry, blacksmithing, shoemaking, print-
ing, painting, nurse training, sewing, domestic science and launder-
ing.

The college has three hundred acres of land and 33 buildings.
The main buildings are arranged in the form of a horseshoe on the
campus. There are beautiful groves and a fine farm. The students
have erected the frame buildings and materially assisted in the
building of the brick structures.

Belles Letters hall and Adelphic hall are two story brick struc-
tures, the chapel and girls dormitory are three story brick build-
ings. There is another substantial brick dormitory, Academic hall,
the laboratory and the President’s house are large frame buildings,
and the latest addition to the college is an industrial hall, well
arranged for scientific work.

Alcorn County is situated in the northeastern part of the State
on the border line of Tennessee. It has a land surface of 402
square miles. Erected quite late in the history of the State during
the period of reconstruction, April 15, 1870, its early history is
inseparably interwoven with that of Tishomingo county (q. v.)
which contributed most of its territory. The county was named
in honor of Governor James L. Alcorn, the first Governor chosen
under the constitution of 1869. It is bounded by beginning on
the boundary line between Mississippi and Tennessee, where the
line between ranges 4 and 5 east, intersects the same; thence east
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with the state line to a point two miles east of the line between
ranges 8 and 9 east; thence south on section lines to the S. E.
corner of sec. 5, Twp. 4, range 9 east; thence west on section lines
to the S W corner of sec. 2, twp. 4, range 5 east; thencé north
on section lines to the line between twps. 2 and 3; thence west on
said township line to the S W corner of twp. 2, range 5 east;
thence north on the line between ranges 4 and 5 east, to the begin-
ning. Corinth is the county seat and is a prosperous city of about
6,000 people, advantageously located at the junction of the South-
ern and Mobile & Ohio railways. With the exception of Colum-
bus, it is the only large manufacturing point in the northern
portion of the state, a section chiefly supplied by Memphis. There
are no other large towns in the county, the more important ones
being Rienzi, the old rival of Corinth, Kossuth, Jacinto, the first
county seat of old Tishomingo county, Danville, an important
town in the early history of Tishomingo, and Wenasoga. Alcorn
county presents a diversified soil, lying partly in the Northeastern
Prairie and partly in the Limestone Formation belts. The former
region, comprising the larger portion of the county, is character-
ized by a heavy, calcareous, clay soil, very fertile and capable of
producing a great variety of products; the latter region, due to
the presence of iron, often presents a soil of a deep red color, while
in other places it is quite sandy, and in still other sections it is
deeply impregnated with lime. Some of the soil in this section is
very fertile, while some is only moderately productive. The gen-
eral surface of the county is gently rolling prairie, mostly timbered,
interspersed with level prairie tracts and hilly oak uplands and a
considerable area of rich river and creek bottoms. It is possessed
of excellent soil, well watered by the Hatchie and Tuscumbia
rivers, and more than a dozen small creeks. It is well timbered
with pine, poplar, white, red, post and black oak, hickory, ash,
gum and sassafras. Good churches and schools are to be found in
every township, and excellent transportation facilities are afforded
by the two lines of railway above mentioned. The county is sure
of a bright future, and offers an inviting field for either the farmer
or manufacturer. The Illinois Central R. R. is now building a
branch line from Corinth to Birmingham, Ala.

The total number of manufacturing establishments in the county
as given by the U. S. Census, 1900 was 66, the total capital invested
was $545,635, the total wages paid was $187,167, the cost of ma-
terials used was $718,172 and the total value of products was $878,-
296. The total number of farms was given at 1,944, total number
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of acres in farms 198,371, total acres improved 71,203, value of land
exclusive of buildings $822,240, value of buildings $292,580, value
of products not fed to live stock $672,448, value of live stock $396,-
964. The population of the county was as follows:—White 11,162,
colored 3,825, a total of 14,987 and an increase over the census re-
turns for 1890 of 1872. The total population in 1906 was estimated
at 18,000. Land values have advanced three fold in the last five
years. Manufactures have also increased at rapid rate.

The total assessed valuation of real and personal property in
Alcorn county in 1905 was $2,133,843, and in 1906 it was $2,624,997,
which shows an increase of $491,154 during the year.

Alcorn, James Lusk, was born in Illinois, November 4, 1816.
He was the descendant of an Alcorn who came from the north of
Ireland and settled at Philadelphia, Pa., in 1721. James Alcorn,
father of the governor, married Louisa Lusk, a native of South Car-
olina, removed to Kentucky, was a county sheriff there as he had
been in Illinois, operating boats on the Mississippi before the advent
of steam power, and was one of the pioneer steamboat captains.
He was lieutenant of a boatman’s company in the war of 1812,
and commanded a company at the battle of New Orleans. About
1846 he made his home in Coahoma county, where he died in 1859.
James Lusk Alcorn was reared in Kentucky and educated at Cum-
berland college. After teaching school in Arkansas he was deputy
sheriff of Livingston county five years, and served one term in the
legislature, after which he came to Delta, Coahoma county, a town
that gave way to the river years ago, and began the practice of law.
He became one of the prominent young men of the State. Making
Friar’s Point his place of residence, he practiced in several adjoin-
ing counties. He was a representative in the legislature in 1846
and 1856, and senator in 1852 and 1854; was an elector for the
State at large on the Scott ticket in 1852 ; was nominated for gover-
nor by the Whigs in 1857, but declined and accepted nomination for
Congress. His joint canvass against L. Q. C. Lamar that year
was famous in the political history of the State, Alcorn demon-
strating remarkable information and power of original thought,
and force as an orator. The Democratic predominance, however,
prevented his success. His great work was the founding of the
State levee system, which owed its origin mainly to his enterprise
and persistence. He was the author of the law and at the head of
the superintending board for several years, and through his efforts
the Delta was opened to agriculture and the wealth of the State
vastly increased before the year 1860. His law business also grew
to large importance, and he became one of the greatest cotton
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planters of the South. In 1851 and 1861 he strongly opposed seces-
sion, but as a member of the convention of 1861 signed the ordi-
nance. In the military organization of the State he served as a
brigadier-general, rendered important service in the military prep-
arations, and in the latter part of 1861 took a small brigade to Hop-
kinsville, Ky., most of which with his encouragement enlisted in
the service of the Confederate States. (See Army of Mississippi.)
He was afterward with General Polk and General Clark, was taken
prisoner at Helena, Ark., and paroled there in 1864. At the expi-
ration of his parole he was made colonel of a Mississippi command
on special duty along the river. At the beginning of the war, also,
he fitted out, from his own means, the company commanded by his
son, Capt. Milton Alcorn, who was later promoted to major in
Johnston’s army. One of his sons died as a prisoner of war.

In 1864, Governor Clark called upon him to return to the military
service and take command of the State troops. At the reorganization
of the State government he was elected to the legislature and he and
William L. Sharkey were elected to the United States senate;
but Congress refused to admit them.

At the time of thc quarrel between Congress and President John-
son he cautioned the people of Mississippi to stand neutral. In a
public letter on the subject of the Philadelphia convention, he said,
“Make no alliances. Stand aloof from all entanglements of party.”
His advice was not heeded, of which he said afterward, in the
vehemence of political debate, that “The Jackson clique flung the
State, in the teeth of my admonition, into the arms of a foregone
failure. In this I arraign the clique of a brainlessness which has
been visited upon us in all the severity of the terms of Congression-
al reconstruction.” As defiance on the part of the State was fol-
lowed by additional requirements, he wrote his Hernando letter of
1867, pleading that a hopeless contest should not continue. He
said “The colored man comes, as well as the white man, within the
scope of my proposed negotiation.. . . I propose to vote with him»
to discuss political affairs with him, and from a platform acceptable
alike to him, to me, and to you, to pluck our common liberty and
our common prosperity out of the jaws of inevitable ruin.” Con-
sequently he took part in the organization of the Republican party
and was nominated for governor in 1869 and elected. -

This open bid for negro support made Alcorn very unpopular
with Democrats and Whigs alike and caused them to oppose him
as an enemy to good government. He really thought that he could
control and direct the negroes and make them good citizens, but he
soon learned that they were controlled by the leaders who bribed
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them with promises of public plunder. Alcorn soon saw the
terrible menace of negro suffrage, and, in the Constitutional Con-
vention of 1890 was an advocate of disfranchisement.

He wrote to a friend a few years before his death: “To me
there is a regret that will go with me to the grave that I could not
have served the people of Mississippi and of the South more profit-
ably than I did. I had studied the question of reconstruction. I
had studied the temper of the Northern people and I had determined
to yield to the inevitable. I bore with great patience the complaints
and abuse of the people who criticised my course. It was but
natural. Their words were but the language of my own heart when
I gave way to my passions. . . If I had been elected to the office
of governor in 1873 I would have vindicated myself in the judgment
of all thinking men.” (Letter to F. A. Montgomery, 1891). His
later purpose doubtless included a realization that extraneous in-
fluence had begun to relax in 1873. But, as he said to friends in
the campaign of 1873, he could not make public the reasons why
he should be given another opportunity as governor.

Henry S. Foote wrote of him as possessing a “natural vigor of
intellect, remarkable industry and thorough knowledge of law.

His active and successful career as a politician brought him
prominently before the public, and his genial temper and fascinating
manners surrounded him with numerous admiring friends. He
was, of course, bitterly opposed in reconstruction times, but he
was actuated by the highest motives, and as his policy was
not given a fair trial, it cannot be said to have lacked promise, or
to have failed. In later years J. F. H. Claiborne wrote of him:
“He is now generally appreciated as a man of unquailing courage
and indomitable enterprise; a patriot without stain, a statesman
of extraordinary sagacity, called to the helm at the most trying
period, to confront a disorganized and morbid public sentiment, to
crush out old creeds, ideals and predilections; to guide by persua-
sion or force a proud, intelligent, yet distrustful people into new
grooves of thought and action. The last remnant of bitterness
against Governor Alcorn was buried during the constitutional con-
vention of 1890, in which his course was so broad and liberal and
patriotic as to open the eyes of the people to the true greatness of
his character.” His later years were passed, except for this service,
in retirement, at Eagle’s Nest, his plantation home in Coahoma,
where he died December 20, 1894.

Alcorn’s Administration. James L. Alcorn was inaugurated
March 10, 1870. The State officers elected with him were, R. C.
Powers. lieutenant-governor; James Lynch, secretary of State;
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Henry Musgrove, auditor; W. H. Vasser, treasurer; Joshua A. Mor-
ris, attorney-general; and to the new office of superintendent of
education, Henry R. Pease. Powers, Musgrove and Pease were
former officers in the Union army, who had settled in the State
since the war; Vasser and Morris were old Mississippians; Lynch
was a negro from the North. When the legislature met, March
8, the lieutenant-governor ‘addressed the senate, saying, “Our po-
litical status, which has been so long a source of anxiety and doubt,
is at last fixed, by the re-admission of the State into the fold of the
Union, and the restoration of civil law.” In his inaugural address,
two days later, Governor Alcorn referred to his long association
with Mississippi, and his sharing of the common lot of suffering
and sorrow and humiliation. “A son of American liberty, whose
heart is glowing with blood of 1776, I may, therefore, be pardoned
for feeling ; struggling for first utterance, on this occasion, the pro-
found emotion with which I receive from the hand of the Conquer-
or, the crown of civic law, that, in a blending of pain and pleasure,
I bind this blessed hour upon the queenly brow of Mississippi.”

The governor in his inaugural seeks to strengthen his influence
with the new political elements by condemning the past. The ideas
mainly advanced follow: The patriarchal groupings of the
former days confined the workings of political organiza-
tion mainly to the heads of what were called “families.”
But after the change, the State government had to treat
with each individual of that man’s “family,” twenty or
five hundred. The system overthrown was one of duties limited,
in a great degree, to 25,000 slaveholders, while the new system
that day begun, would extend the full play of its powers to an
additional population of 40,000 adult whites and 80,000 people of
color, adopting the voting basis. The poor were not formerly given
the same consideration as the rich. The poor white children of the
State, permitted in the past to grow up like wild flowers, were
now to be educated in public schools, also the children of the col-
ored race. There should be a return for the burden of taxation
of a full equivalent to every taxpayer, whereas there had been
formerly but a partial return to two-thirds of the whites. He
promised to use “‘the most conscientious care in his appointments
to office.” “Our taxation will be, after the employment of the most
zealous economy, extraordinarily large. Its application will, how-
ever, tend not to impoverish us, but to enrich us; for it will be di-
rected to develop the productive powers of the State. . . . The
world has adopted the industrial college and the public school, in

51
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concession of the principle that the highest production of wealth
follows the combination of muscle and intelligence.” His attitude
regarding the negroes was that “they must be protected in all their
rights of persons and property, and, being placed not only in theory
but in fact on exactly the same footing in the courts as all other
citizens, shall be left free to pursue the race of life under a code
which shall throw open all the rewards of success, intellectual or
industrial, to be won regardless of the previous condition of the
winner. The colored people are an infant nation, struggling to
maintain themselves in the presence of intelligences more advanced
than their own. And the first duty of a wise and paternal govern-
ment is to protect the weak against the strong. . . . The most
profound anxiety with which I enter my office as governor of the
State is that of making the colored man the equal, before the law,
of any other man—the equal, not in dead letter, but in living fact.
The poor and the weak of the whites are in need of our foster-
ing help. In the neglect of their education, and the defencelessness
of their industry, they must command the tender solicitude of the
political system which is planted this day in Mississippi. . . .
Our legislation in the interests of the poorer classes will be con-
fronted, in traditions of centuries, by a great force of virtual nul-
lification. . . . Wealth, intelligence, social position, have been al-
ways, as I trust they ever shall be, great powers in the State. Dur-
ing the present moment of passion, these are arrayed in large
masses against the spirit of our forthcoming laws. . . . Our
judges must be men of a standing that society cannot presume to
ignore. . . . The duty which the incoming authority of this State
owes to the poor, is, in every instance, a duty also to the rich.
The State ought not to impose any incumbrances what-
ever that may prove in the least injurious to the productive energy
of labor. Any flagging in the earnest application of that power of
production involves a direct loss of the income of the wealthy.
The system of free labor which we have crowned with politi-
cal supremacy today, demands, that our taxation shall be made to
bear with the least possible burden on industry.” The surplus
income which had formerly been absorbed in the purchase of labor
would hereafter be invested in enterprises. ‘“The restless activity
which the public mind begins to develop in that direction, is a
cause of apprehension, and suggests that in that direction the wisest
and severest scrutiny be applied. . . . In fact a mania of spec-
ulation threatens us. . . . The new administration .
will set its face against additions to the public debt.” When the
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State and the counties and cities had reached the point where they
could meet their ordinary expenses with cash, and not with paper
at 20 to 30 per cent discount, it would be time to borrow money.

Throughout the session of the legislature, which was occupied
with framing new systems of administration under the new con-
stitution, and continued in session until July 21, 1870, the governor
frequently discussed, in special messages, and with great freedom
of expression, the problems of the time.

Assuming good intentions, the great fault of the era thus begun
was the attempt to introduce all at once, systems of education,
a development of colleges and charitable institutions, and an elabor-
ation of government that the State was incapable financially of
assuming. The people could not afford to build so many school
houses, for instance, and besides, in the nature of things the school
officers elected or appointed from the revolutionary party in power
were peculiarly susceptible to the “graft” of book and supply
agents. The legislature was equally susceptible to the schemes
of railroad financiers. A gross blunder was the appointment, at
first, of county officers by the governor. The sheriffs, constables,
magistrates, county treasurers, assessors, were appointed by the
governor for each county. The board of supervisors, who levied
the taxes, were appointed by the governor. The supervisors ap-
pointed the county directors of schools. The superintendents of
schools were appointed by the State board of education.”

“Sometimes men who have been sent into a county with their
commissions in their pockets were never in the county before;
knew nothing about the people, and possibly were not known to
anybody residing there. The people had a contempt for such men;
it was natural; I had a great contempt for them myself.” (At-
torney-General Morris, before Cong. Comm.)

The legislature of 1870 was persuaded to pass a preposterous
general railroad bill, which would turn the State bound hand and
foot into the power of corporations. Governor Alcorn vetoed the
bill, saying, “This is a government of the people. . . . These
great aggregations of wealth are, I warn you, aggressive adver-
saries to the rights of the people.” .

In view of the fact that a million dollars was leaving the State
annually in payment of insurance premiums, though the warrants
of the State auditor were selling at a considerable discount, he
recommended that the companies be required to make deposits
with the State treasury as security, and buy State warrants for that
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purpose. Such deposits were required, and made to the amount
of over $200,000.

The balance in the State treasury, January, 1, 1870, was $o46
and $795,000 in worthless paper.

The receipts in 1870 were $436,000; the disbursements, $1,061,-
294. To provide for the deficit temporary use was made of the
common school fund, $210,610; engraved notes of small denomina-
tion, known as certificates of indebtedness, were issued to the
amount of $418,000. One of the main items of receipts was the cot-
ton tax, $140,000. The main items of expenditure were, for legis-
lature of 1870, $241,191. This and the printing bill for $52,000 were
the most startling increases in expenditure, as compared with for-
mer years. The expenditures for courts was $220,399, but this was
not a serious increase over 1861, considering that the new system
relieved the counties of the expense of probate courts, and provided
more terms of circuit court. Another large expenditure, was $120,-
000 for the repair of the public buildings, and for the State hospital,
normal school, and revised code. The constitutional convention
also required $41,494 out of the general revenues. Governor Alcorn
figured that after the necessary extraordinary expenses were de-
ducted, in each case, a comparison with 1861 did not warrant
alarm.

One of the greatest problems of the administration was the es-
tablishmet of an equable system of taxation. Theretofore the
system had been for the protection and promotion of the planters,
and the effort to equalize had a tendency to go to the other extreme.
Governor Alcorn reported, in 1871 that political influences natural-
ly colored the assessments and the work of the several boards of
equalization. In some counties lands were valued too low and in
others too high, according to the political predominance.

There was great extravagance in the building of new school
houses, and in salaries of teachers, as well as in introducing French
and music into the curriculum. In Issaquena county the county
board had levied general taxes to the amount of nine times the
State tax. “Contracts for courthouses, bridges, roads, are being
let out in all parts of the State to an extent that threatens the peo-
ple with grievous burdens. This state of things will go on, if not
checked, to the full extent of a power that knows no limit within
that of the avarice of men by whom it is wielded. . . . Wash-
ington is, I fear, not the only county in which the assessment may
be supposed to be tainted by improper purposes. Issaquena is, I
have every reason to suspect, not the only county in which the local
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taxation is fixed at a rate amounting to oppression.” (Journal
Appendix, 1871, 422.)

Notwithstanding the great increase of expenditures, the expedient
of certificates of indebtedness, for use as money, enabled the gov-
ernor to say, “Thus does the close of the first year of the operation
of the new order of things witness an advance of the State credit
from 60 cents on the dollar to a value which is virtually par.”
Many railroad companies, navigation companies and various enter-
prises were incorporated by the legislatures of 1870 and 1871. To
ensure the completion of the New Orleans road to Aberdeen, as
required in the original charter, the State surrendered, by act of
1871, what remained of the railroad stock (in four companies) it
had bought with the Chickasaw school fund. Most of the stock
had been lost in 1863-64 by allowing the companies to redeem it
with Confederate money.

As required by the constitution the legislature (q. v.) met in reg-
ular session January 3, 1871.

After delivering his message, Governor Alcorn was notified,
officially, of his election in January of the previous year, to the
United States senate for the term beginning March 4, 1871. By
accepting this election in the middle of his four years term as gov-
ernor, he disappointed many of his supporters. In the senate he
suffered the enemity of General Ames, who wrote to a colored mem-
ber of the legislature March 30, 1871, that the governor had not
protected the freedmen, but had allowed them to be killed by “tens
and hundreds,” and had gained “power and favor from the Demo-
cracy at the price of blood and that the blood of his friends.” This
accusation indicates the violence of faction within the party that
was then in control, which made Alcorn’s presence as governor
doubly desirable.

His recommendations of conservative expenditures were not
effective. His administration found on the books as old State
indebtedness, the Chickasaw school fund and interest, $966,439.
This, with outstanding warrants, made the State indebtedness,
January 1, 1870, $1,178,175. But the debt was increased in the same
items, in 1871, to $1,796,230; and in 1872, to $2,377,342, mainly by
the appropriation of the common school fund and the issue of
bonds and certificate currency. Treasurer Vasser said these fig-
ures indicated either “profligacy in the management of the finan-
ces,” or ingdequate revenues. The total disbursements of the
treasury in 1871 were $1,326,161. The showing of receipts was
$1,338,150, but $400,000 of this was school funds and certificates.



70 MISSISSIPPI

The State disbursements included $90,000 for the two universi-
ties, and smaller amounts for two State normal schools and two
State hospitals, $111,000 to repair and maintain the Lunatic asylum,
$163,000 for the educational funds, and $37,000 for the code. The
judiciary expense was $377,000.

According to Governor Powers, (January, 1872), the increase of
floating debt, with warrants selling at 65 to 85 cents on the dollar,
“presents a conditjon of affairs highly prejudicial to the present
administration of the State finances. With only a nominal debt
to contend against, with ample power and resources to meet every
obligation at maturity, it is a profligate administration that permits
the State to suffer an average discount of 35 per cent on every
dollar expended. . . . The present treasurer has not, during
his term of office, had at his disposal money enough to pay his
own salary, much less to pay the hundreds of sight drafts that are
monthly drawn upon the treasury. The office of State treasurer
has become substantially and appendage to that of the auditor,
and it may be abolished without any public inconvenience if the
present management is to be continued. . . . It is an absurd
attempt to conduct the finances of the State in utter disregard of
commercial usage or justice, and will lead, if persisted in, to ul-
timate bankruptcy.” The same system ruled in the counties. “Ir-
responsible boards of police, now supervisors, have been invested
with legislative powers, and been suffered, under shadow of law,
to flood their respective counties with warrants upon the treasury
until they have depreciated in value, in instances which have come
under my own observation, to 25 cents on the dollar. When it is
remembered that the counties are supposed to redeem finally in
currency every dollar drawn upon the treasury, it is no wonder
that the people groan under a burden of taxation which threatens
to drive them into bankruptcy. A few brokers and speculators
who are able to buy up and hold the depreciated paper in the
counties, reap, it is true, a rich harvest, but it is spoils wrung from
the hard earnings of the laboring masses; and the reckless use of
county credit by the local boards, which enables heartless specu-
lators to accumulate princely fortunes, sells at public outcry the
tools of the mechanic and carries distress into the cabins of the
poor.”

The Ku Klux operations continued into the administration of
Governor Alcorn. The Meridian riot, March 6, 1871, (q. v.) was
the subject of legislative investigation. Two months later, May
12th, there was a raid of armed men in Pontotoc. (See Ku Klux.)
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But in January, 1872, Governor Powers wrote, “The armed or-
ganizations of masked marauders which twelve months ago threat-
ened to override law and paralyze industry in a few of the eastern
counties, through the combined efforts of the few good citizens
of those sections, aided by the officers of the general and State
governments, have been entirely suppressed, and the people are
now free to devote their entire attention and energies to bettering
their material condition.”

It was the evident intention of the framers of the constitution
of 1869 that the general elections should be biennial, and Federal
and State officers should be elected at the same time. But the leg-
islature began the elections in 1871, and as the Federal laws re-
quired the election of congressmen in even years, the State had
annual elections, heavily increasing the burdensome expenses of
government. A short time before the convening of congress, Gov-
ernor Alcorn resigned, November 30, 1871, to take his seat in the
senate.

He found that all his theories of good government based on negro
suffrage were delusions, and failing in his efforts to control the
ignorant hoard of his supporters, he abandoned the State House
for the Senate. Public affairs were turned over to ignorant negroes,
and dishonest carpet-baggers and scalawags.

Algoma, a post-village of Pontotoc county, on the line of the
Mobile, Jackson & Kansas City R. R., six miles south of Pontotoc,
the county seat and nearest banking town. It has a cotton gin.
Population in 1900, sixty-five, and in 1906 it was estimated at 200.

Alice, a post-village in the northwestern part of Neshoba county,
twelve miles northwest of Philadelphia, the county seat. Popula-
tion in 1900, 200.

Allen, a post-hamlet in the southwestern part of Copiah county,
about twenty miles southwest of Hazlehurst, the county seat and
nearest banking town. Population in 1900, fifty. This town has a
fine high school.

Allen, John M., was born in Tishomingo county, Miss., July 8,
1847. While still a school boy he enlisted as a private in the Con-
federate army, and served through the war. After graduating in
law from the University of Mississippi in 1870, he began his prac-
tice at Tupelo. He was elected district attorney in 1875, and
served four years. In 1884 he was elected to the Forty-ninth Con-
gress, and by reélection served seventeen years, until 1901, gaining
a national reputation and great popularity among his associates
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in Congress. He was a United States commissioner to the Louis-
iana Purchase Exposition, and is now living in Tupelo.

Allensburg, a small post-station in the southeastern part of Lee
county, on the St. Louis & San Francisco R. R., eight miles south-
east of Tupelo. Population in 1900, twenty-eight.

Alligator, a post-village in the northeastern part of Bolivar
county, on the Yazoo & Mississippi Valley R. R., ten miles by
rail southwest of Clarksdale. Duncan is the nearest banking town.
It has a money order postoffice, and is situated in a rich cotton
growing district. Population in 1900, 100, which has increased to
about 200 in 1906.

Alligators. As late as 1797 alligators were common as far north
as New Madrid, on the Mississippi river, and their bellowing made
the nights dismal. (Baily’s Journal). At Natchez, from the
point next the river, one could watch the huge saurians prowling
about amongst the bushes and brambles beside the river. The
smaller ones were often caught by the Indians, who would enter
the water carrying in one hand a strong hickory stick, two feet
long, barbed at each end, and in the other hand some article of food
to attract them. The food was first presented, at which the animal
would plunge, mouth extended, when the Indian would deftly
insert the pronged stick, which he would retain hold of in the mid-
dle, locking the jaws of the alligator, whom he would haul to
shore in triumph. )

William Dunbar wrote in 1798: “The alligator seems to be pre-
cisely the same with the Crocodile of the Nile, although they do
. not arrive to so great a magnitude as they are said to do in Egypt,
owing no doubt to the greater general heat of the climate. Here
they rarely exceed 15 feet in length, those generally seen are from
seven to ten or twelve feet, and the size of the larger is nearly that
of a barrel. It has been asserted that their skin (resembling a coat
of mail) is impenetrable to a musket ball, but I never found any
difficulty in piercing them with a small rifle bullet unless the stroke
was made too obliquely. They deposit their eggs in an excavation
made in the ground at no great distance from the water’s edge,
which are said frequently to amount to the number of four score
and even more; the nest is carefully covered up. . . . They are
often seen by two together and also during the period of incuba-
tion watching their nests. The young alligators when hatching
may be heard chirping under ground. The parent in due time
breaks open the nest and brings forth her progeny to open day.

We are told that vast numbers of the young are devoured
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by the parents on their way from the nest to the water. It has been
said by persons who pretend to have watched their movements,
that all the young which do not cling, but fall off from the body
of the female parent are liable to be destroyed either by the male or
female. . . . They are not grosser when hatched than the
finger, and about five or six inches long. During the cold of the
winter season they often become torpid and may then be cut into
pieces with an axe without their exhibiting any powers of motion.
Persons have been known.inadvertently to sit down upon them in
this state supposing them to be logs of wood. . . . They always
fly at the approach of man, and I have not known of any one being
attacked in the water, notwithstanding the common practice of
bathing in the Mississippi.”

Almo, a postoffice of Franklin county. N

Alphaba, a post-hamlet in the southern part of DeSoto county,
near the left bank of the Coldwater river, and about nine miles
southeast of Hernando, the county seat. Population in 1900, twen-
ty-three. .

Alpika, a small post-hamlet in the northern part of DeSoto coun-
ty, on the Yazoo & Mississippi Valley R. R., three miles south of
the Tennessee state line, and about 18 miles from Hernando, the
county seat. It has a money order postoffice. Population in 1900,
32. The town is growing and prosperous.

Alpine, a post-hamlet in the eastern part of Union county, about
12 miles east of New Albany, the county seat and nearest railroad
and banking town. Population in 1900, 24.

Altitude, a hamlet in Prentiss county, 8 miles northeast of
Booneville, the county seat.

Alto, a post-town of Jasper county, 8 miles southwest of Pauld-
ing.

Alva, a post-town in Montgomery county, 20 miles northeast
of Winona, the county seat and banking town. It is a thriving
place with several stores, a public gin, a church and a good school.

‘Amazon, a post-hamlet on Buckatunna creek, in the eastern part
of Wayne county, 8 miles east of Waynesboro, the county seat and
nearest railroad and banking town. Population in' 1900, 32.

Ambler, a hamlet in the southwestern part of Lincoln county,
about 12 miles southwest of Brookhaven, the county seat and near-
est banking town. Population in 1900, 50. It has rural mail service
from Bogue Chitto.

American Domain. In the treaty of 1783, acknowledging the
independence of the United States, Great Britain agreed to certain
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and Seminoles, 5,400; Chickasaws, 800; Choctaws, 6,000. The
Creeks, or Muscogees, called Tallapoochees by the Spanish, lay be-
tween the Choctaws and the Altanahaw river, and also occupied
Florida under the name of Seminoles or Wanderers. They were
as strong numerically as the Choctaws and at this time were much
more active. Their half-breed chief McGillivray, was one of the
ablest diplomats on the continent. His home was at Hickory,
on the east branch of the Mobile, the west branch of which came
from the Choctaw and Chickasaw country. He was the central
figure of the Southern nations, from 1780 until his death at Pensa-
cola, February 17, 1793. Upon that event William Panton wrote
to his father, Lachlan McGillivray, then living in Scotland: “It
so happened that we had an interest in serving each other, which
first brought us together, and the longer we were acquainted, the
stronger was our friendship. I found him deserted by the British,
without pay, without money, without friends, and without prop-
erty, saving a few negroes, and he and his nation threatened with
destruction by the Georgians, unless they agreed to cede them the
better part of their country. I had the good fortune to point out a
mode by which he could save them all, and it succeeded beyond ex-
pectations. . . . I advised, I supported, I pushed him on, to be
the great man. Spanish and Americans felt his weight, and this
enabled him to haul me after him.”

There could be no progress toward a settlement of the problem
of domain until the adoption of the “more perfect union,” under
which General Washington was inaugurated as president in 1789.
Messrs. Osborne and Pickens were soon appointed temporary In-
dian commissioners, and on August 29, 1789, the president ap-
pointed Benjamin Lincoln, Cyrus Griffin and David Humphrey,
“commissioners plenipotentiary for negotiating and concluding
peace with the independent tribes or nations of Indians within the
limits of the United States, south of the river Ohio.”

President Washington in person made a communication to the
senate in August, 1789, setting out the history of what had occurred
under the Confederation, how Georgia had made three treaties
with the Creeks, which the latter repudiated, and the United States
had made treaties with all the tribes, which Georgia and North
Carolina repudiated and did not observe. Georgia had early rati-
fied the United States constitution, but North Carolina had not yet
done so.

The instructions given the commissioners by the president cov-
ered many points, notably the Indian policy of the United States,
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“that the Indian nations within the limits of the United States,
acknowledged themselves under the protection of the United States
of America, and of no other sovereign, whosoever ; also, that they are
not to hold any treaty with an individual state, nor with individuals
of any State.” The treaties made by Georgia were to be confirmed
if possible, and arrangements made for the protection of the fron-
tier settlers. The commissioners met at Savannah in September,
and sent out messages to the Four nations. They held a congress
with the Creeks at Rock Landing later in the month, but failed
to make a treaty, for which they blamed McGillivray. At Richmond
in October, they had a meeting with Piamingo, who carried back
messages of friendship to the Chickataws and Choctaws.

These commissioners reported that the Cherokee nation con-
tained about 600 gun men, the Chickasaws about 700 and the
Choctaws about 3,000. “Their arms are bad (Choctaws), scarcely
any ammunition and themselves naked. The Cherokees and Chick-
asaws cultivate the ground more than the other Indians, and pos-
sess cattle, proportionally, in greater numbers. The Choctaws
hunt only, are brave and hardy people in the woods, but indolent
to a great degree at home.”

McGillivray, and a score of other Creeks, among them Chin-
nabie, “the chief Natchez warrior,” were persuaded to go to New
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